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This summary includes material contained in all “See" references 
and main files identified iwith the subject of this review with the exception 
of the principal main file designated aboveo All references which are 
identical or probably identical have been included. Possible identical 
references^ that is, those references where there is insufficient data to 
reject or include the references, have be'en listed at the end of this summaiy. 
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INVESTIGATION 
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Bureau letter dated October 25, 1944, instructe\^ the Albany- 
Office to institute an espionage investigation on Agnes Smedley, inas¬ 
much as she had been, for many years, a notorious Communist expert on 
the Far East and had been reported by the Office of Censorship to be 
in communication wi-th a cer-tain German Communist in Mexico, Ihe 
investigation is in pending s-tatus at present, -with New York City as 
the Office of Origin, 


BACKQIOUND 


Agnes Smedley was born near Osg:ood. Missoviri . on February 22, 
1892 , She spent her childhood years in Trinidad,, Co lo radg a She at¬ 
tended the State Normal School at Tempe, Arizona, for one year. 

On August 24, 1912, she married Ernest W, Brundirt5''^o subsequently 
divorced her for desertion, date and place unknown. At the age of 
20 (1912 - 1913), she moved to California, where she was graduated 
from the Sta-be Normal School, at Santiago, and where she taught 
thereafter for three years. During this time, she was a correspondent 
for the "Los Angeles Examiner," 


'On March 18, 19I8, she was arrested in New 
a violation of the espionage act, arising from her activities with 
the "Indian Nationalist Party," The indictment was dismissed on 
December I6, I9I8, 


In 1920, she went to Germany, and, thence, immediately to 
Russia for the period of six months. She then returned -to Germany 
and lived in Berlin as Miss Alice Bird, She there became active 
in the Indian Revolutionary Movement, securing employment as secretary 
to Virendranath Chattopadhyaya, with whom she subsequently lived for 
eight years without benefit of K clergy. In June, 1921, she reportedly 
attended a meeting of the Indian Revolutionaries in Moscow, During 
the same month, she attended the Congress of German Syndacilists in 
Dusseldorf, Germany , using the name Mrs, Petroikos, In May, 1927, 
she taught at the University of Berlin, In September, 1927, she 
reportedly -was the European correspondent for "Modern Re-Tiew", which 
was published in India, and was Berlin correspondent for "Kirti", 
also an Indian publication. She was repor-ted to have lived in Paris, 
France in August, 1928, and, in the same year, went to China, 

During the Winter of 1929 - 1930, she was recuperating at 
a Russian Health Resort near Moscow, In June, 1929, she again went , 

•to China, where she remained, apparently, for most of the ensuing 
years until December, 1941, residing in Harbin, Manchuria. Shanghai . 








i 


and Sianfu, It was also reported that she arrived in Shanghai, Chins^ 
in 1934 on a U, S, passport, issued at Washington. D. C. . on May 1, 

1934, but there is no indication how long she was in the United States 
prior to this date. During the period 1928 to 1941j she was correspondent 
for a German newspaper, '‘Frankfurter - Zeitung**, a field worker for the 
Chinese Red Cross (1938 - 1941)> and was cormected in some manner with 
a Com?nunist newspaper, "Ihe Voice of Chjjia,'* She travelled with the 
Chinese guerrillas from August, 1937, to 'January, 1938, concerning 
which shewote a book entitled “China Fights Back," From 1928 to 
1938, she was in frequent contact with Dr, Richard Sorge and members 
of his Soviet espionage apparatus, operating chiefly against Japan* 
Information furnished by MID indicates that she may have been actually 
a member of this ring and certainly was assisting in its operations, 
innocently or otherwise. 

In December, 1941} Smedley returned to the United States, 
was reported shortly thereafter in California, and, subsequently, 
went to New York State, where she has since resided. She resided 
at Yaddo Foundation, Saratoga Springs. New York, from July, 1943} 
to March, 1948, and her last reported address is Sneden's Landing . 
Palisades. New York , Since 1941, her activities have consisted of 
writing for newspapers and periodicals and giving lectures, and 
engaging in debates, both in personal appearances and on radio, 
and on all her reported publications and public utterances she has 
championed the cause of the Commqnist Party in China and has criticized 
the Chinese Nationalist Government and Chiang Kai-Shek, 








The Bureau Library ccaitains the following books, all of 
■vrfiich -were -written by Agnes Smedley, and each of -which is designated 
by the index number assigned to it in the Bureau Library? 

'•Daughter of Earth" - PZ 3 - 0S637 
"Battle Iftnm of China" - DS 777oii.7 - 0S637 
"China's Red Arrcy Marches" - DS 775 - .S637 


Dlffitarm 








7 


AGNES SMBDLEY has also ‘been knovm as BIND and EEIEOKOIS. 
OSiis woman is an immigrants horn in 1892s and was a member of the 
follo\tfing organizations: 'ify) / 

W(U) 


Priehds^ of the USSR 
Protection Committeo For Moullens 
Hindustan Association 
All-Chineso Labor Federation 
China League For Civil Ri^ts 


She arriveJ in Shan^mi from Berlin in Mays lS29s as a 
correspondent for the "Frankfurter Zeitung." SMEDLEY worked for 
the Westem Division of the Third Internationals ends reportedlys 
financed the local Indian community in Shanghai (statement con¬ 
firmed by the S. M. Ps)® SMEDLEf^S main job was to sttpeirvise the 
local Comnrunist labor organizationss for which job she ajoceivod 
her orders directly from Comintorm Headquarters in Moscow* 

While working at various places in Chinas SMEDLEY was connected 
with the Chinese Red Army, and wrote a book entitled "The Red 
Army in China" in the English langoag©* In 1935, this book was 
published in Moscow, after having been translated into Russian* 
Prom Shanghai, AGNES SMEDLY traveled to Moscow, where she resided 
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According to an article in the “New York Times” dated March 20, 
1918, a letter of introduction to Louis Lochner, a pacifist, was |igned 
by Taraknath Das, a Hindu lander indictment in San Francisco on charges 
of conspiracy to stir up a revolution in India. This letter was ^\md 
by Federal Agents on March 19, 1918, among the papers seized in the 
Greenwich Village apartment of Ittss Agnes Smedley, the California woman 
held for her alleged participation in the plot. Miss Smedley was charged 
with violation of the Espionage Act by representing herself as the agent 
of "The India Nationalist Party." w 

Agnes Smedley, New York , according to an article published 
in the "New York Times," of June 12, 1918, dated at San Francisco, 

June 11, 1918, was one of the individuals indicted on charges of attempting 
to defraxid President Wilson through representations that they were an 
accredited mission from the Nationalist Party of India, without being 
so-registered with the Secretary of State. ^ 

. Report of SA Walter Allen Crow, 

New York, New York, April 16, 1944, 
re Taraknath Jogendranath Das, wa.. 
Registration Act - J. fiL-457-63, 
page 63. 
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Agnes Smedley, on April 1, 1918, was indicted iV the Southern 
District of New York for violation of Section 3, Title 8, of the Espionage 
Actj Section 332 Criminal Codej and Section 37 USCC. She was released on 
bond May 7, 1918, and the indictment was dismissed on December 16, 1918, 

Letter, SAC New York to Director, 
9/23/22. 

61-1027-15 


DMB:hke 












Agnes Smedlay was listed among those persons pirho during 
1920 were contributors and subscribers to the pamphlet service of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, lOO - 5th Avenue, New York City. 


Agnes Smedley was one of the Contributing Editors of the 
publication "New Masses." 


Part I, Volume 4, report of 
Special House Committee to Investigate 
Communist Activities, 71st Congress, 
(Fish Committee). 

62-23170-159, pages 315, 318 
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H^ort of S0L MOHDiMEH J. M7IS, New Toik City, ferch 2, 1922, 
re; S. N» CHOSE, AMEBIOAN COMMISSION 0)0 PEOMOTB SELF GOTEEiHMEHT IN INDIA» 
states that AGNES SMEDLET who is associated with CHOSE, is acqtiainted with 
SA mVISe 









• i 


Agies Saedley ms one of many well-known indiviSoals who was 
listed as an American author member who served on the 1923 staff of 
International Union of Revolutionary writers in issuing its official 
organ, “International Literature". 

At the first meeting of the League of American Writers, 
acting throu^ its National Cotmcil, Agnes Snedley was listed as one of 
the individuals attending the meeting. It was known to affiliated 
officially with the International Union of Revolutionary Writers. 

Agnes Smedley was listed as one of the contributors of articles 
and stories to the "Clipper" which periodical was published from August 
to October, 1941 then suspended without e2g)lanation. 

b7C 

7-17-42 Los Angelfco 
League of American VIriters IS-C 
100-7322- section 3 serial 37 
Paragraph 1, pg. 18 
Paragraph 2, Pg. 22 
Paragraph 3, pg. 38 
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^ Memo dated April 18, 1924s the Director submitted for the files, attaehAiog-i 

an alphabetical index of names of individuals who relate to the chartof inter- 

I-1 b7C 

locking directorates prepared by 


of the American Defense 


Society. This chart gives the names of all the principal pacifists and 
radical organizations together with the reports of the same and lists. On 
this list appears the name AGNES SMIDLEY. 


Memo to the file by Director <I'« E» 
Hoover, dated April 18, 1924. 

Tile jJ<6l-5047-7a, Page 7 
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HYLST to Director l»la>>48 
Entitled I I 

et al IS>C 
100«349871«7 
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An individual named who may be identical b7C 

■with a member of the- Sorge espionage ring in China, known only as 
1 -was in close con'bact -with Agnes Smedley while in China in 
the early 1930-3.^ !. Mt- Jrd 

Letter from G~2 to the Director /_/«&/ ^ 


dated March 10, 1.9h$* 
100-12ij.002~93 
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On May 31,1946, the New York office 
hook entitled "Baxi^ter of the Ifeirth» hy Agnes 
out of publication and no copy was aTailahle» 


65-43302-6123 
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S^ET 



Mrs. Agnes Smedley, a notorious member of a 
Pan-Pacific Labour Secretariat and local correspondent of various 
German socialistic newspapers, returned to Shanghai a few days ago 
and is residing at Number 70-72 Rue (pouchy, French Concession, 
Shanghai . She was traveling throughout China^lTor the purpose of 
investigating ’’foreign oppression of the Chinese” which she will 
report in various papers in Germany and USSR. Ife-s. Smedley has no 
husband and is living with a Chinese named Feng, who poses as her b7C 
secretary. Mrs. Smedley is a close friend of notorious Comrade 
Earl Browder, an American Communist and leader of Pah- paeif-ic 
labor activity. She is also in touch with Comrade and 

A_• _ _ _8 ^ J ^ ! s J ^ /-il- ^ ^ • n u a 


American Commimists who visited Shanghai last year and are reported 
to be in Peiping at present. Jfj 

Memorandum No. 1 dated March 15, 

1931, from the U.S. Treasury Attache 
in Shanghai, China, to the Commissioner 
of Customs, Washington, D.C., re Soviet 
Activities in China, forwarded to the 
Director by the Commissioner of Customs 
by letter dated April 24, 1931. 
64-211-246 X2. , . 
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According to a confidential memorandum issued by the Office 
of the U.S. Treasury Attache, Shanghai, China, dated August 10, 1931, 

Agness Smedley, ”a Soviet Agent, "who was mentioned in previous reports," 
returned from Hongkong by the SS "Empress of Russia" on August 5, 1931 • 

The report states she left Shanghai for Hongkong about the end of June 
and spent a few days there evidently for the purpose of meeting her 
Chinese friends from Cantonj that she was afraid to go to Canton personally 
as she is known to the Chinese authorities as a Soviet Agent, and is in 
danger of arrest. ^ UU J 

64-211-246-X5 ^ ^ 
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According to a confidential memorandum dated January 15, 1932, 
issued by the Office of the U.S. Treasury Attache, Shanghai « China, 

•'Miss Agness Smedley, a notorious local Soviet Agent of American nationality, 
who was the subject of previous report^ has removed recently to I,S.S. 
Apartments (1512 Av» Joffre). A paiH tmentl #iP^.» Although there is a 


Apartments Av» joiirej. A pai ?pent^ iP-^.. Aitnough tnere is a 

switchboard telephone system in the I.SiS. Apartment, her first move was 

to install her own telephone.It is reported that she is often 

visited by suspicious looking Chinese®'* ^ pjLL. %— i ^ 
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\ a Smss laiijyer, arrived in Shangnai, on or 
about February 15, 193^2. H e pretend s that he came to China as the 


legal r epresentative of the 


] really was sent to China by Comrade! 


family . Later it w as found that 
' L a notorious 


Gennan Communist and the General Secretary of-liiigHr "Mejrabcom” 
(International Labor Aid). Since coming to Shanghai,! j has had 

several meetings with Comrade Kisch and Mrs. Agnes Smedley. 


Letter from Treasury Attache, 
Shanghai, China, to American 
Consul-General, Shanghai, China, 
reporting infomation received 
from White Russian sources, 
transmitted by letter to the 
Director by the Chief of the 
Division of Appeals and Protests, 
Treasury Department, by letter of 
July 9, 1934. 

64-211-246- X 11, page 8. 
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Ths pablieatian entitled^ '’’International literatiire, ” the 
central organ of the International T&iion of Re^ltd^iona:^ Witers, 

‘S?a8 printed in the The inside hack co^er of issues of this 

publicatim contained the followings u 

'The only international publication devoted to the pro^ 
letarlan azid revolutionary literature of all countries* In organ 
of revolutionary militant thou^t* The magazine idll provide a 
coii^eheasive Marxist analysis of the cultural life of all countries 
including the Soviet Tfoion^ the land of the proletariat dictates'ship* 
Special attention is devoted to the question of li^sxist literary 
criticism*" xA 

Mjamg the permanent contributors listed for the United 
States appeared the name A* Smedley. v\ 

February, 1933» issue of 
"mternaticnal Literature*" 
100 - 232562-1 
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Among the American writers serving on the 1933 staff of 
the International Union of Revolutionary Writers was Agnes Smedley, 

The ’'Call” for the first American Writers Congress suggested 
the formation of the League of American Writers and boldly stated 
that the organization to be formed would be "affiliated with the 
International Union of Revolutionary Writers." It declared that the 
Congress "will provide technical discussion of the literary applications 
of Marxist philosophy and of the relations between critic and creator."^ 

Pursuant to the "Call" the Congress was held on the 
Los Angeles campus of the University of California, October 1,2, and 3, 
1943• Among the persons elected to the National Council was Agnes 
^edley. 

Second report, Ifti-American Activities 
in California, 1945, pages 120 and 126. 
100-15252-33 
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EE: AG-NES SMEDLBY 


On May 13, 1949 


was interviewed in Port 


Lauderdale, Florida concerning information set forth in his letter to the 
New York Times G~2 dated February 14, 1949. I I letter stated that 

he was acquainted with a correspondent by the name of Sorge, both in China 
and Japan during the period from 1934 to 1940. u\ 



] stated he had never met Agnes Smedley personally but 


when he was in Shanghai in 1932 and 1932 he believed she was a resident 
of that city. | "I said he had a copy of the "China Weekly Review", a 

new^aper formerly edited in China by J, B, Powell v/herein in one edition 
within 1931 or 1 932 Powell accused Smedley of being a Communist Party 
member. 


also added that Smedley answered Pow ell* a acc usationB 


in a letter to the "China Weekly Review" which letter] 
typical Communist Party member's style of writing. 


said was a 


Report SA J, Richard Butts, 
Miami, 5i=>17=49 entitled "The 
Richard Sorge Case, Espionage~R" 
100^124003^122 
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By Routing slip dated January 14, 1934, Supervisor H. RA.NSTAD 
requested the Identification Division for any criminal record on AGNES SIvIEDLET 
stating she was about 40 years of age, bom in Oklahoma, arrested New York 
City during World War I for activities on behalf ofthe Liberal Movement in India 
Supervisor L. C. SCHILDER advised January 15, 1937, that there was no criminal 
record on SMEDLEY. ^ 

Idle 61-7559-^ec. 29, Serial 882 
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According to New York informant 


G 


the publication 


"Internationale Literatur," was a German language Comintern magazine, 
all contributors to which were required to be Communists. In the issue 
of this magazine designated as Third Year - t933 - 1934 - No. 6, there 
appeared an article on page 42 written by Agnes Smedley.;^ 


Report of| 
100-3-64 


page 1442. 


b2 

b7D 
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Accordizig to a pbotostatic copy of an index of photos 
tdiich appeared in the "Daily Worker," conpiled hy Benjamin l&ndel 
of the Dies Committee,. a photograph of Agnes Smedley appeared in 
the “Daily Worker” for September 1, 193li* page 7* t/ 

97-li01-a3-p.l7 
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At the litrary of the Blind, Hewgpaper Section, 137 i / 
West 25th Street, Hew York Oi'^, the "Baily Worker" of September 1, 
1934, contains a book review of "China's Bed Amy Marches" by 
ISIBOBE SCHPlinEiB. Ihis article criticizes a book of EEI1BE3S 
LATOTJEETIB, former Yale professor, published earlier than 1934, 
because it oiiLy devoted on© paragraph to the establishment of the 
Chinese-Soviet, and what it told was a lie. SCHNEIHEE stated that 
ASBES SMEBLSY's book is the story of the most inspiring revolu- 
tionaiy achievement since the Bussian Bevelution; a movement which 
all revolutionary workers should learn about. She article goes on 
to describe the territory being conquered by the Soviet, and also 
the Wanking Government accused of permitting horri:^ng atrocities. 
The review continues by stating that the Chinese Government had to 
purge themselves, and the purged and steeled body held its first 
congress in Wovember, 1931, and at this congress, the Chinese 
Socialist Soviet Bepublie was bom. The review stated "The 
inspiri33g story of ACHES SMEISiEY, which she tells so vividly and 
so forcefully, that th@r© is no strangeness or remoteness, even 
in Chinese names; that the people of the book are oulr Coi&rades, 
we are close to them, their struggle is ours; that bring us so 
near the World Eevolutionary Front; that lets us see in the very 
process, as if were there, the construction of the second 
Socialist Soviet Bepublie." u) 
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Sep of SA I 
Wai^. I ]). C.» 


referred to 


3-15-45— 
la r«T> of 




bVC 


York, 9-7-45 r® 

"Francis Eugene Waldron* 

^as; IS-0®, which stated 
that infoirmation was 
originallj receiTed hy the 
Bureau from a reliable foreign 
source. 100-15877-34, p, 2, 
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In 1935 among ths 'books and pao^blets on sale at Commonist 'book 
stores throughout the United States there wa.e a book entitled ^China's Bed 
AnsQr Marches” by ignes Smedleyo . 

To be published in 1935 and offered for sale throu^ the same 
outlets was another book entitled ”Ghina > As It Really Is” with an 
introduction by Agnes Smedley, ij 



Publication entitled «ISMS” 

complied 'by the American Legion, 1937 

pages 175,176,178o This book is in 

the Bureau Library Catalog-EX83 

15-13-1937 

100-206828-1 
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On April 24 to 27, 1935, the First American Ifriters' 

Congress was held at the New School for Social Research in 
New York Gityo One result of this Congress was the formation 
of the League of American Writers and at the same time it 
elected what was called a National Council. Ihis National 
Council, then affiliated with the International Union of 
Revolutionary T»riters, which had its headquarters in Moscow, 

Russia. Ihus, through the action of its National Council, 
the League of American Writers became an affiliate of this 
International Revolutionary Organization which has always 
been under the control of the Coramunist Party of the Soviet 
Union. Agnes Smedley was one of the members of iUie National 
Council, q 

Report of Special Agent | 

Los Angeles, February 18, 1943, re 
b7C ''Communist Infiltration of the Motion 

Picture Indus try j Internal Security - C.'” 
100-138754-41 page 153 
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According to information set out in the "Red Dcdade" "by HJGEKE LYOUS 
the League of American Writers was launched hy the ilrst Congress of American 
Revolutionary Writers, which was held in New York City April 24 through 27, 

1935. . 

"IThe Red Beeade" states that the National Council of the newly 
formed league included a number of names of persons in addition to those who 
signed the Call for the first writers congress included in which was the 
name AGNES SvIETEiET. 

It was pointed out in the "Rdd Decade" that all of these people 
were not Communists because the principal purpose of the undertaking was to 
involve the noir-Communists, and the organization was set u^ by the ComniunistsK 
party for the benefit of Moscow and lunctioned under its direction., They 
stated that to asstune that anyone associated with the League in its initial 
stages would not fully realize the nature and extent of the Communist domination 
would be to accuse him of a degree fatuity not easily reconciled with 
ordinary literacy, let alone the literary calling. ^ 

Ref r^ort SA L. 0. PRIOR, New York 
12-10-41, entitled League of American 
Writers, IS-C 
100-7322-23 pg 5 
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The- John Reed Club, National Headquarters, 430 - 6th Avenue, \ " 

New York City, is a revolutionary organization con^josed of artists and vjriters 
in the United States® It was organized by Communists in memory of the American 
Bolshevik, John Reed, who was deported to Russia and died there® In 1935, 
there was proposed a National Convention of American Revolutionary Writers, 

The call for the Convention was signed by a number of John Reed Club leaders 
and stated that the League of American Writers would be affiliated with the 
International Union of Revolutionary Writers, as iras the John Reed Club, 

The call farther stated there was a need for a further organization of 
revolutionary writers to convince the people of the necessity of the struggles 
against capitalism and for the institution of k&rxism, as well as to fight 
'•fascist tendencies'* in the United States® The Congress of American Revolu- 
tiona,ry fJriters was held on April 26, 1935, at Mecca Temple, Nev/ York City, 
and the League of American Writers was born there® AGNES SIsiEDLEY (China) was 
among'those who sent messages and greetings to the Congress® She was also 
elected to the National Council of the League of American Writers® 

Testimony of Walter S. Steele, National 
ReJjuhLic, Chairman of the American 
Coalition Committee on National Security 
representing various organizations, 
before the Special Committee on Un- 
American Activities, House of Represen¬ 
tatives, 75th Congress, Third Session, 
on Ho Res® 282, published in 1938 
61-7582-1380, Page 253 to 258 
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Agnes Snsadley was listed among a number of other 
individuals as a sponsor for the Mother ELla Reeve Bloor 
45th Anniversary Banquet, Friday, January 24, 1936, Hotel 
lAsmore, Hew Tork» 

Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House of Representatives, 
78th Congress, Second Session on 
H. Res 282 Reporrt Published in 1944 
61-7582-1298, page 3391 
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On January 24, 1936, friends and associates of Ella Reeve Bloor 
honored her vrith a banquet at the Hotel Lismore in Hew York City, the 
occasion being the celebration of her 45th aniversary in the "Organized 
Struggles of the Working Class", ^ong the persons who sent greetings to 
Mother Bloor on this occasion was Agnes Smedley. u 


Undated Memorandum Block 
Stanped 11<-4941 
61-155-38 







The 25 th Anniversary Edition of “New Masses” ^ich was 
to appear on newsstands December 10, 1936, was to contain an article 
or story written by Agnes Smedley, ^ 

Western Tforker, 11/30/36. 
61-7559-1046X26. 
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A translation and reviewias of °Internationale Literatar in 
Sentsche Dlaetter" number 1 and 11 for the 7th year, 1937 rerealed that 
there was contained therein hook review hy Karl Biro of the puhlicatlons 
hy Agnes Smedley entitled "China Fights" and "China Bleeds, 



64».200-232~169 end, page 30 
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The folloTwing is quoted from an article in the 
“New York Post” for January 7, 1937, bearing the caption, 

“U.S. Girl Reported In China Revoltj Agnes Smedley Called 
Leader of Red Forces Trying To Build Ekpire": 

"Agnes Smedley, an American, is credited with 
playing an important role in a campaign to establish a Communist 
empire in Northwest China openly opposed to Generalissimo Chiang 
Kai-shek's Government at Nanking, 

"The movement, reported to have attracted support from 
200,000 members of Marshal Chang Hsueh-Liang's former Manchurian 
Army, together with Chinese Communist forces numbering 50,000, 
has emerged into the open with a burst of propaganda led by Miss 

Smedley.. Miss Smedley's activity has been confined to 

radio propaganda. Every few hours, she broadcasts appeals - 
in English - for recruits to the movement. 

"Her propagandizing, it was reported, has broad opposition 
frcan British residents in the interior provinces who recall her 
deportation from India some years ago, where she was accused of 
conspiring to provoke a nationalist uprising. 

"Until recently she was reported living in Shanghai, but 
came to Sianfu about the time of Marshal Chang's revolt, December 12. 

"The resurgence of Communistic influence in the past 
24 hours caused widespread fears that Sianfu was doomed to renewed 
disorders like those of December 12 when Marshal Chang rebelled 
against the Nanking Government and captured Premier Chiang Kai-shek." 

61-7559-1046X11. 

New York Post, 1/7/37. 



DMBshke 










"Hew York Times" *Jaimai7 8, 1937, carried aa article 
keeidlined "^ericaa Woman Aide Chinese Bisins-^AGHES StCBBLEX, > nv^IJ 
Author, Takes Leading Bole as 250,000 Men Plot North West Bed 
Begime", datelined at Sian, Siensi ProTinee, January 7, 1937« 

This article stated that a quarter-million armed men were reported 
to have joined in a movement to create a great Conmmnist State in 
North West CShina with an American woman pleying a spectacular 
role in the t^rising* 

A(BIES SMBlBiE?, former Colorado schoolteacher, who has 
long heen associated with radical movements in Asia, was described 
as conducting radio propaganda to tinite large disaffected military 
unites under the Bed Banner in defiance of the Nanking Government. 

This article furnished background information concerning 
AGNES SMENLET and said that she was bom of poor parents in 
Oklahoma , according to the Associated Press, It was stated that 
she started teaching school in Colorado miniiig districts at the 
age of fourteen, and, since then, has been a reporter, a novelist, 
and a student of Communist tactics. For some time, she worked 
for the Liberation Movement for India, and, during World War 
days, was in Tombs Prison for three months for her activities 
ih behalf of that Movement, Br, FEBC7 STICENE7 GBANT raised 
10,000 dollars bail for her roloase, and a year later, she was 
discharged for lack of evidence. 

Previously, in New York, she became interested in the 
work of MARGARET SANGEB, with the result that in Berlin she 
organized the first birth-control clinic, which was so successful 
that it was subsequently taken over by the Government and ad¬ 
ministered as a Department of the State. It was said that two 
years previously, she said that China was on the brink of the 
greatest disaster in history through the armed intervention by 
foreign powers to crush the Bed Army of "Soviet China," Miss 
SMBDLEY was a secretary to Mrs. SUN YAT-SEN, wife of China's 
first President, 


"Now York Times" of January 10, 1937, carried an article 
headlined "China Beproaches American Woman—Is Highly Indignant at 
Badio Talks Aiding Beds—Not Y©t Sure She is AGNES SMEDLEY—Tries 
To Drown Speeches—Nanking Has Not Decided If It Will Protest 
Officially to the United States Over Activities", datelined 
Nanking, China, January 9 (l937). This article states that a 
Chinese Government spokesman declared that the Nanking authorities 
were "hi^ly indi gn ant over tho anti-Govemment pro-Communist 
broadcasts made almost daily from Sian by an American woman, who, 
the authorities charged, was the well-known author, AGNES SMEDLEY." (^t 
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61-7566-205 







"Her talks Hava Tjeen M^aly inflammatory", the sp 
sal do "She has mad© manj'’ remarks on "behalf of the Communist causOo 
We hav© been watching Miss SMEELIT'S activities for some years, 
and had formsrly baen under tha impression that she was merely a 
writer with radical leadingSo How, wo know she is a member of th© 
Communist Party, and this has added to our concerno 



"In her talks, I-iiss SMEHLM" has strongly advocated tho 
United Front Idea and other provisions conflicting with established 
Government policieso She has also tried to give th© impression that 
all China was being dominated by the Chines© CommunistSo We have 
reason to suppose Miss SMBIttiBY has been playing a prominent rolo 
in th® subvarsivo activitios in Sian®" 

Informant spoke to several CP people, who confirmed Miss 
SMBHLi^&s part® She is also a member of the Communist Central 
Executive Coamitteo (und©rgro\md division) for tho USA® Understand 
State Department and Naval Intelligence have file on her®' British 
have wholQ dosier on her® / 

' I-1 b7C 

Cl furnished 

above clippings and other b7D 
data in January, 1937® 
61-7566-205® u 










Uie following statement appeared in the Uaily Vforker on January 


29, 1937: 


A mmim regarding nefs fhdm china 


The appearance in the Capitalist Press of sensational stories from 
China regarding AGNS SMEDLEI, connected up with references to the Chinese 
Communist Party, makes it necessary to warn the American Public that l&ss 
SMEDLEY is a free-lance journalist, vho las not in the past, and does not now 
work under the direction of the Communist Party, or represent it in any way, 
neither in China nor in the United States# Signed? EARL BSDTCDER, (Je'fle’fal 
Secretary, Communist Party, United States of America# 

Tile 61-7559, Sec. 33, Ser. 971X4 
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I_I fo\md®r and 

honorary chairman of the American Committee For Belief and 
Education of Bussian Beftigee Children« was descrihod as a fraud 
and under fraudulent pretenses obtained large sums of money from b7C 
wealthy families in the United States# Ihis woman was also 
described as being the ringleader of a group of Eussians for the 
furtherance of Russian policies in Hew York C ity. AflMES SMFi!DT.E Y 
was alleged to be a very active member of the \ 

Group# An article written by SME33LET appeared in the “ITew York 
Herald Tribxme" October 3, 1937, dated Shanghai, China# 
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Ah article in the "Daily Worker" for May 4, 1937, captioned, 
"Smedley Is Not A Member Of Chinese Party," reads as follows! "The 
press in China and in the United States of America has published many 
stories regarding Agnes Smedley, the American writer, stating among 
other things that she is organically connected with the Communist Party 
of China. The Central Committee of the Communist Party of China wished 
to officially annoimce that Miss Smedley has no organic connection 
with the Communist Party of China, 

61-7559-1663X15. Daily Worker 5/4/37. 
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Magazine," furnished photostatic material consisting of clippings from 
newspapers and other publications. 

One of these clippings, which bears the pencil notation 
5 / 19 / 37 , was a United Press dispatch, dateline at Yermanfu, China, 
taken from an unidentified newspaper. This article states that 
"Nearly penniless, ill and harassed by political enemies, Agnes Smedley, 

45i writer, daughter of a Missouri farm family, today was waging 
a grim battle against 'powerful interests' which seek the withdrawal 
of her American citizenship. 

"The 'powerful interests,' which Miss Smedley declines to 
name, demand the State Department withdraw her citizenship on grounds 
she is a member of the Chinese Communist Party and a 'Red agitator.' 

The charges are being investigated by American consular authorities 
in Shanghai." 

The article states that Miss Smedley made a statement 
dei^ng membership in the Communist Party or the Red arn^ or of 
being adviser to the Chinese Soviets, but admitting that she was a 
Communist sympathizer. 

Also Included in this material was an article by Lewis 
Gannett entitled, "Agnes Smedley - Her Life ITfith The Chinese Reds." 

A notation indicates that this article appeared in the "Washington 
Post" for JvQ-y 1, 1930. The article gives a brief biographical 
sketch of Smedley and is devoted mainly to a review of her book 
"China Fights Back." The article states "Her previous books on China 
were written in Shanghai) though filled with a passion for the 
extraordinary feats of Q^na's Red armies, they were stories told at 
secondhand. This bookis first-hand stuff, the diary of a participant 
and of a partisan,. ..... This is the story of that Eighth Route ' 

Army which ..... was China's Red army^ the enemy of the 'republic.'"^ 

65-32022-82 and Enclosure 
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As of 1938 the "Universtua Pahlishers and Distrlhatore", 38 Union^ 

Square, Hew York City were pahlishers and distributors of 11 or more Commonist 
nex^spapers printed in the German language and 100 or more hooks and pas^hlets 
all printed in German for distrihation among the German peaking people in the 
United Statese Among the authors of some of the more widely circulated publications 
was Agnes Smedley« 


fhe OomsBinist have issued millions of hooks and paxt^hlets in the last 
two years (as of 1938) published on 500 different subjects. In their "Guide 
to Headings on Communism" published by the Workers Sook Shop of Hew York City, 

136 different special t^es are listed in the "^ggestive Headings" column. 

These were all published by "Reds" in the United States. Among these publications 
was "China’s Destinies" by Agnes Smedley. 

The Coxkgress of American Revolution Writers was held on April 26, 1935 
in Hew York City. The League of American Writers was born there. Messages 
and greetings to the Congress were received from among others Agnes Smedley 
(China) , 


Agnes Medley was elected to the national Goxincll of the League of 
American Writers. 


Agnes Smedley was one of the contributing editors to "The Hegro 
Liberator." Ho information concerning the Hegro Liberator was shown in the 
r^ort, but it would appear that this publication was the organ of the 
national Hegro Congress. ^ 

Dies Committee Report 
Yolume 1 

Pages 344,345,561,562, 
625. 
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Agnes anedley was the author of an article entllxLed, 
"China’s Silent Heroes," which appeared on page five of the 
"New Masses" for January 4, 1938» 


Index to "New Masses." 
61-9182-IX, page 32. 








The magazlaet ’’Asia,” of February# 1938# contained an article* 
^titled* "The Passing of the Chinese Soviets* •• by Wales* The 
foUoning is quoted freon this article j 

"Through a snail hole in the paper *ii3indo8ir at ^^lich I 
occasionally 'eatch the life in the courtyard, I can see ny husly body" 
guard from the O.GJP.U. fingering his new KUomintang cap in gingerly 
fashion* rubbing the bourgeois hbier'and^'white enamel symbed.* No doubt 
he is thinking of the tattered old dLoth Red Star that he wore from 
Kiangsi on the Long Itoch and preserved with hie com loodng fingers 
when it became unrecognizable * But the Red Star is no longer risible 
on the once Soviet horizone Iren Chu Teh wears a Snomintang cap* 

And k&xeB Soiedley tool The idiole Chinese Red anqy is now clothed 
in regulation Kuomintang imiforms supplied by Nanking* It has not 
even a name but only a number like all other aarmies und^ the central 
government ; it is the light Route Army of the National Revolutionary 
Arny of China*" ^ 

lCO»3l(2379**l 
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RE; AGNES SfclEDLEY 


Confidential Informant 

’’Monthly Bulletin'' issued by the National Women’s Commission. Communist 
party. The bulletin makes reference to Agnes Smedley’s book ’’Battle 
Hymn of China” which describes the celebration by the Womens National 
Salvation Association attached to the Chinese Red Army behind Japanese 
lines on March 8, 1938, 

' , Letter New York to the Bureau 

March 18, 1948 

RE; Communist Party, U. S, A. - Women 
. Internal Security - 0 

Bureau File 100-3-78-27 - 



made available the February, 1948 
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According to an index to articles in "The Nation,” the ' 

November 5, 1938, issue contained an article entitled, "China's Wounded,” 
by Agnes Smedley. /u| 

61-901-37X, page 50. 
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On Nov©ml>er 22, 1938, smEI LILlIGO j | 

Street, Hew York City, a free lane© aew^aper witer and "Sex X 
Sastexn corre^ondont, testified 'before the Dies Committe© about^ 
Coimimnist actiTities in the United States, as it was related t® 
siioilar setivities in Chlna« LZLLIGO sadd that it was in 

Horth Western China that the Gommonists were first Tisited by a 


ntunber of American correspondents and known Commonist syn^athizersp 
’’Since then," he stated, "a number of these people have been most 
active in presenting the Communiet ease to the world.” Amiong them 


are AG-HES SMEELET, has acted as spokesman with the Chinese 


Communists for nearly a decade; ESGAB SWOW, a strong left-wing 
writer, whose book ®Eed Star Over China’ speaks for itself;— 


Mono from Ladd to Director, 
3-23«=45, re "Edgar (Parks) 
Snow. 

100-267865-4, p. 3. 
SI-100-267865-7X, p. 3. 


ABE:slm 















The "Daily Worker” for Jan\iary 3, 1939,'carried an article 
stating thal^ beginning January 22, the "Sunday Worker" woiild be 
improved and that the Magazine Section in the future would feature 
articles by outstanding writers such as Agnes Smedley and others, ^ 

61-7559-3440X3 
Daily Worker 1/3/39 
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The Malik Publishing Company owned by Wieland Herz^eMe published 
among other works that of Agnes Smedley. M 


61-7566 section 75 serial 1614X Pg 3 
Memo dated 7-SO| 1939 
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“Das Wort»* ("The Word" ), FoTorth Xgm?, No® 3, 
li&rchj 1939f a, literaxy monthly in German published 
by the Soviet State Government Printing Office in Moscow 
on pages .10 to 26 contained Gezsnan excerpts from Agnes 
Smedley 's War Diaiy prsdsing the Chinese Sight (Commanist) 


Aniy)< 




Traxslation 
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ani Analysis dated Jtily 29, 1942 
100 - 130926-1 
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. ' b7C 

EEj. AGUES, SMEDLBY. . b7D 


_I Pas^ort Division, State Department, furnished certain 

material came, into the. possession of the. Passport- Division at the time the 

State, Department, prosecuted BBOWDEIP, et al, for fraud violationo Included in this 
material ms a 1940 photograxMc album (without names«) (The mterial also 
included an indices, to the. photographic, alburn^. 

In the indices under item Uoe 2102 appears, the. n a m e Agnes SMEDIEYe In 
the. photograi^c album under item Uo« 2]L02, appears a jdiotograph, along side of 
which is typed the folloifing information: Bom>Osgood, Mo» Pebruary 23, 1902, 
Hei^t-5 feet 6 inches, Hair«brown, eyes-blue^gray. Occupation-writer, joumalisto 

Memorandum for S« Ge PlfCH and. D^. Me LADD 
4-3-47 

Information concerning Communistic Activities 
in the United States as sc^plied by the 
State Department 
(l00-3-1838s) 



JIM;eJ4 










\ ■ • .■ / ■ ■■ • 4 

















The ••German American, •• a German language publication in 
New York City, which was the official organ of the German American 
Emergency Conference, stated in the second issue dated June 1942 that 
the aims of the publication were to be ••the destruction of Nazism and 
Fascism throughout the world and complete liberation of the German 
people from the Nazi yoke.^* In this issue.was also a statement which 
called for the ••unity of all anti-Nazis regardless of political 
opinion or religious belief# Agnes Smedley was a contributor to 
October 1943 issue of this publication# 


. 64-21067-138 Enclosure, page 8. 
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Relief am 


£ 




wno 18 reporuea oo 


> 


i the United China 

^e l I 


J at the National Maritime union/ held a couierencf 


during w nich they discussed the Chinese Association of Laooro 
I said that I I suggested that the low-down con¬ 


cerning this Organi zation he obtained from some unquestioned 
authority on China, I ~l sAid that 


he 


had the goods on the Grzanization, hut only from people whom the 
CIO Committee would wave as iae as Reas. In reply to this, . 

I I said A fihES ISMSJIL^ shottid be obtained 

to write a letter on this question j I informed'Biat in her 

letter to | sMEIhjjiY stated that she had nev er neard of 

the Chinese Association of Labor, in this coimection J 
further stated that StlEIl!Ii]3r suggested that the KMC give its money 
to other organ!zations, 
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_I 8-19-42 

100-120818-61, p. ?o M 
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A highly confidential sourcQ made -availabe a letter Twrittoa 

I This was a German language 

aatsa J, 1V4-^.—me lillcSWIng is quoted from the letter, 

"I do not know much to write. I have no news. AGNES^SMEDLEf paid us a 
visit. Her book appears in June. She is wonderful". 
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Los Angeles report dated 

10-16.t^6__I_^_ 

by SA_ 

entitled »Hanns Eisleri was 
Internal Security-R” 
100-195220^16 page 24 
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RE;: SMEDLET 

“Ereies Deutchland'' (Eree Germany) (Alemnia Libre), a, monthly publication 
in Geimian No. 12, Mexico City, October 15, 1942, on Page 2^ contained a 
list of all the major contributors of the inagazine during its* first 
twelve issues and the statement that none of them received any compensation. 
AGNES. SL/lEDLEI was listed among the many contributors, 

Report of C onfidential Informant 

I dated November 3, 1942. 
Submitted ty New York letter to the 
Director November 10, 1942. 

Re; Ereies Deutchland, Alemania Libre 
Internal Security - C 
100-72924-8 
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Interview Miss Agnes S medley 
Knopf, regardin g her knowledge off 
of Special Agent 



. 501 Madison Avenue, c/o Alfred 
](see pages 3 and 4 of the report 
Los Angeles, October 21, 1942). 


b7C 


Undeveloped lead of report SA| 

~| Los Angeles, April ij. 


1943, re 
Espionage - J. Registration Ac 


I 


wa.. 


page 23. 


At Alfred i&iopf Publishers, 501 Madison Avenue, New York City, 
it was ascertained that i fiss Agnes Smedle y was then living at Long Meadows 
New Paltz, New York, c/o] 


b7C 


Report of SA 
New York, May 2 8, 1943« re 


wa., Espionage - j. 


^Registration Acto 


will interview Miss Agnes Smedley,. c/o 
Meadows, New Paltz, New York, regarding her knowieage 




Long 


b7C 


Undevel oped lead of report SA | 

I If'A'I. New York. July 13, 1943j 

re I_ I wa. 


lo. 


Espionage - J , Registration Act. 
I i page 7. 


On July 15, 1943,E 


] Long Meadows, New Paltz, 


New York, telephonically advised that Jfi.ss Agnes Smedley was temporarily 
residing at Yaddo Artists Colony, Saratoga Springs, New York«| | 

^stated that Miss Smedley was doing considerable traveling about 


that_area giving lectures and that she believed Miss Smedley would be in 
New York City in the very near future. She advised .that she would-have 
Miss Smedley call the New York Office at the earliest opportunity. 


b7C 


Report of SA,_ 

New York, Jiily 16, 1943, re L 


1 


] 


Registration Act. 

i page 3. 


wa.. Espionage ~ J, 
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Mrs, Ifettie McCormick, Postmaster, Ojai, California, advised 
in 19k3 that she vras personally acquainted with lass Agnes Smedley, who 
was at that time in Wev; York City and had left a forwarding address of 
mjfedison_Ayeme^_cZQ_.Alf ^M-IfeoBf>Jlq^^ She said this 

forwarding address was filed on October 25, 1942 , 

Report of SA |_ 

Los Angel es, March U, 1.9h3t _ 

entitled, I I . 

Espionage (J ); Registration Act,” 


On October 26, 19i4lj Carroll Lunt spoke on “The Far Eastern 
Crisis" over a CBS program originating from Radio Station KNX, One 
of the other speakers on this program vras A pies Smedley. This infcffma- 
tion was furnished bylLos Angel es Informant ! 1 On August 11, 

19ij2, I I of the Los Angeles Daily'Fews, furnished 

the following information T/hich he received from Mss Agnes Smedley, 

R, R. 2, Box lliBC, Ojai, California; "Carroll Lunt is broadcasting 
over Radio Station E'lPC and KPAS at 8;l5 p.m, several nights a week. 

He has lectured in the liiited States for sometime on Sino-Japanese 
relations, having as his theory that China began the war and that the 
Chinese were anti-foreign and, therefore, America had nothing to 
expect from China should it be irictorious," 

Miss Smedley also stated that she had once debated with Lxmt 
over the air and had twice challenged his viewpoint at other meetings 
in Los Angeles. She was certain that she had heard Lunt vjas a subagent 
of l 1 whom she stated was "the notorious Japanese agent," 

Report of SA__ 

Los Angele s, October 21, 19h2, 
entitled, | _ J 

b7C Espionage \tJ); Registration Act.” 


I_____Hollywood, 

California, stated that on October 26, 19hli Carroll Lunt spoke extempora¬ 
neously on the Far Eastern question with Mrs . Agnes Smedley who was former 
correspondent of the Manchester Guardian. On this program Lunt said that 









Japan "was strong and if it were not, the Tiiited States v/buld not bother 
■with negotiations -which -were then in progress. He stated he believed 
that there "was a limit beyond -which Japan should go but xvas of the 
opinion that it -would injure the chances of the Allies if arms -were 
sent to the Far East to fight Japan thus depriving En^and and Russia. 
He suggested that after Gernany and the Axis were taken care of that 
the Japanese matter vrould take care of itself. 


b7C 
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tion -whichl 


^s. Agnes Sme dley was obviously exa s-oerated with the posi- 


believed thatQ 


Jassumed. 


advised that Agnes Smedley 


] -was a paxci Japanese propagandist and she 


threatened to expose him over the air. Mrs . Smedley took the position 
that Japan should be strictly opposed by, the Uhited States and that 
the ISiited States should accept no terras except the -withdra-wal of 
Japan from China and said that if Japan would not -withdraw, the liiited 
States shoTild use force of armsj that Japan could be eliminated by the 
••bombing of her matchwood cities" in a very short time. 


IJiiversity Club, Los Angeles, 
stated that Carroll Lunt and Agnes smedley appeared as speakers at a 


session of the Book Re-vlew Meeting at the llniversity Club on September 
2i(, Ipiil. She stated that Agnes Smedley showed a decided disappro-val 
of Lunt, whom she believed to be a Japanese propagandist. 
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According to|_ 

Sfilford, New Jepsey)» IfeadLm Liebeg^ Fifth New York City^ 

mintained an account I - - ^ 

records of this bank show that m Fehruaxy 2« 19k3» a check in the 
aaount of $500oOO was deposited to the credit of this account* The 
deposit ticket contained a notation as follows s *0For Agnes Smedleys 
«A Pew Thiags You Should Know About Asia' from McCalls (Red Bocdc)®" ^ 

6^1i330^1271“P*5 
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EE: AGHES SMEDLEY 

AGUES SMBDLEY alias ALICE BIHD, Mrs. PEIROIKOS lived for some 
years with. VIREfTORAUATH OHATLOPADHYATA, She is a memher of the 
Hindiistan Association of Berlin and the Berldn Indian Revol ution-Partyo 
She is the writer of numerous-anti-British pamphlets and articles and a 
clever and uttscrupiilous revolutionai*y. ^ 

. 1 ■ 

Extract from "Communism in India" 
hy Sir David Petrie, Director of the 
Intelligence Bureau of the Home 
Department Government of India. 

Letter dated March 4, 1943 from 
b7C I I , American Imhassy, 

London, England entitled "Earl Bro%4der; 
with alias et aL; Internal Security-C 
40-3798-230 
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On May 14> 1943, the Bvureau requested the New York Office 
to furnish one copy of a book entitled, "Chinese Red Army Marches^' 
by Agnes Smedley. j| 

. 100-3-4-1838. 
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' s ^ 

Hew York office requested to advise the Bureau whether 
it had obtained copy of book entitled, "Chinese Hed Army Marches", 
by AG-HIS SMEDLEY. , 


Memo,to SAC, Hew York, 

6-26-43 

100-3-4-2131 
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As of jTine 19, 1943, the Kew Toik office had heen tinahle to 
h-uy a copy of a hook entitled «The Chinese Eed Army Marches" hy Agnes 
Me^ey pursuant iio Bureau request.. ^ 

1003-4-2286 
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RE: AGNES SlffiDLEY 


. ■ ■ . ■ :A 

ACMES SMEDLEY was a guest at Yaddo-^./SaTzatopa New YDrl<;. from Jvily 19, 

1943, to March 9, 1948, when requested to leave due to local resentment 
at her propaganda activities in Saratoga Springs and at Skidmore College. 

This and considerable additional.information regardin g SMEDLEY, furnished by 
I I will be set forth in a 

separate report in the AGNES SMEDLEY case file. . \a ' ■ ■ 



Report SA 


Albany, New 


York, ,3-7-49. , . 

Re: Communist Infiltration of Yaddo- 
Saratoga Springs, New York, 

Internal Security - R 


An Albany memo to Director 3-7-49, 
bearing similar caption. 


Substantially the same information 
relative to SMEDLEY*s activities at 
Yaddo is summarized in report of 
JAMES T. 0>ERIEI'}, New York, 5-27r-49. 
Re: AGNES SMEDLEY, was. 

Internal Security - R. 

100.-360229-1,25 61-6580-103 (principal 
main file) 
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On Jaxsixst 30, 1943 Aiaaes Smedly w as interviewed in Ne# York City, 

At thi& time she advised that l was openingly pro-Japanese and 

that shortly before Pearl Harbor ] | participated' in a rotmd table discussion b7C 

of the Women's University Club, Los Angeles at which time he advocated the 

Japanese control of China. It is noted that Agnes Smedlpy is reported to 

have participated in this debate althoxigh that fact is not shoim in the 

instant reports Ho other information of interest concerning Smedley was 

developed at the time of this interview, q 

Report of SA Richard J« Gallagher 
Hew York City 9/6/43 e ntitled 

b7C 


Espionage - J Registration Act 









A photo static copy of an index for the publication, "Free 
World*?, dovering issues desi^ated as volume 6, July 1943 to 
December, 1943, indicates that page 476 contained a review by H, W. 
BA:ERE]!lSPEDN(j of a book entitled, '•Battle Hymn of ehina", by ASHES 
SMEDLEY. ix 


100*>90431~125 
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On August 26 , 1943 > the Bureau instructed the New_York Office 
to obtain and forward one copy of a book entitled, "Battle Hymn of China 
written by Agnes Smedley. ^ 

100-3-4-2487. 
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On September 3, 1943, 
Bureau a copy of a book entitled 


the New York Office forwarded to the 
, "The Battle I^rmn of China” by Agnes 


Smedley. 


100-3-4^2602. 
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Trade magazine Variety' on Septem'ber 17, 1943,. listed raem'befi^'^"^ 
of the faculty of University of California that woul d he present at t he 
Writer's Congress. One of the names on the list was I I whc 

was described as a professor of psychology at UCSjA, and was a lecturer at 
the League of American Writers School and that he sponsored a meeting for 
Agnes Stoedl^, internationally kinown Communist at Los Anaeles on 
S^temher 23, 194L. 

hlC 

Itafitied League of American Writers 
IS-0 100-7322 section 4 serial 59 pg 2 


Report of SA | 

Dated 1-15-44 at Los Angeles 
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On October 20, 1943> the New York Office forwarded to the 
Bureau a copy of the book entitled, ‘'China’s Red Army Marches," by 
Agnes Smfedleyo 

100-3-4-2844. 
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_of Howell, Soskin Publishing 

Company, New York City, stated his Company had piiiblished a book entitl 
"Americja's Role In Asia,” written by Harry Paxton Howard, 


h7C ,1 


jstated he had heard a report from 


reviewer for the "New York Herald Tribune," that[ 


J had 


itl^. 


book 


a questionable 

background in China prior to his coming to the United States5 according 

had received from Agnes Smedley, a journalist 


to i^ormation whicl£ 


and aut hor who had spent co nsiderahLe time in C^ina prior to Pearl Harbor. 
b7C I I stated that l I was bel ieved to have^^e an independent 

investigation of his own concerning 
Smedley* s remarks unfounded, ' - 


and was believed to have fOTind 


b7C 


b7C 


stated that Agnes Smedley is Ccamnunistically inclined, 
having, on numerous oc casions, w ritten books syn^jathetic to the Communist 
cause in China, It was 


opinion that Smedley, if she was not a 


member of the Communist Party, was at least a ••fellow traveler," 


-1 I_I made a vailable a file maintai ned by his office concerning 

_, which contained i j book entitled, "Americans 

Role in Asia," by Tyler Dennett, This review stated, "His book tends 
toward the muck-raking side? there are no heroes with the possible exception 
of Dr, Sun Yat-Sen and the Chinese Communists." 


The file also contained a letter from 

irtierein 

1 {stated, after having been toldj 

of Smedley's accusations 


against him, "It occurs to me that as Waung Ching-Wei has declared war on 
the United States, to accuse me of being a Waung agent, means to accuse me 
of being an enemy agent. If addled Agnes has put this in writing, it seems 
b7C to me that I have a perfect case for a criminal libel suit. ..... 

She hasn't a thing excepting my contributions to the 'Tribune' some years 

ago. She may know that I w orked in T'ang's office for a while, but I _ 

doubt if she knows even that|_ 

of which I am informing you quite confidentially." 

The report frcan which the above is taken sets out a lead for the 
New York Office to interview Agnes Smedley, c/o Alfred Knopf, Publishing 
Company, New York City, 


Report SA John A. Hanley, New York, 

11/23/43, entitled ] 1 was.. 

Registratio n Act - J. 

Ipages 15,16,17,20. 
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. The Jamiary, 1944 issue of "Current Biography**, on 
page 49 contains an article containing biographical information 
concerning AGNES SMEBLEI and a rertew of 5 books written by 
SMEDLET as foUowss 

**I}aughter of Earth**, 1927 
••Chinese Destinies**, 1933 
••China* s Red Army Marches’*, 1934 
••China Fights Back**, 1938 
••Battle of China**, 1943 


The article states that MISS SMEDLEI has explained that 
she has never been a Communist.' ••For years I listened to Commu¬ 
nists with sympathy, %an'd in later years in China, I gave them my 
active support. But I could never place ,my life and mind un¬ 
questionably at the disposal of their leaders**. Ij 

94->4-1115“26 po 








On January 7, 1944 Steve Helsonp secretary of the Alameda County 
CP, Oakland, Calif, stated that he was in China for about three months 
during 1933, during which time he worked with the Comintern in Shanghai, 



Nelson, in discussing events transpiring at the time he was in 
Oiina, mentioned a hook entitled "China Bed Army Marches" hy Agnes 
Smedley which mentioned a long trek made hy the Army and Nelson stated 
the trek was planned at the time he was in China, ,. 


San Francisco Informant 
100s203581-1696 p. 99 
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At a meeting'of Branch 3TO, King Oo.. of the GP (State of / ' 

Washington) on Iilteratore Director of tii©^ 

Branch, urged that the memhers present “buy a paj!5>hlet entitled "Battle 
Hymn of China" hy Agnes Smedley, (TJ1 


Seattle Cl |_ 

100™&*20*»325 p« 115 


(Uf 


DMBsPLB 











Elizabeth Gurley Elyim# in an article in "The Worker" captioned 
"International Women's Day" stated "Agnes Smedley tells in Battle Hyito of 
China of an International Women's Day celebration she attended funongbthem 
(the Guerilla fighters of China) behind, or more correctly inside, the 
Jsgpanese lines, led by the Women's. National Salvation Association, fu 

10p*3«A-The Worker 3-5-44 
p. 5 - Section 2 
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, I_I of Syracuse UhivOTsity, contacted 

an Agent of the Boston Office and stated that AGNES SMEDLET,'who prese 
resides in Sara ^ga Springs, could furnish a wealth of information relative 
to the TAILlTin relative to their Agent in this country. Information was 
received from.the Security and intelligence. Division, First Service Command, 
that their files reflected that on Mai'ch 10, 1944, AGNES'SMEDLEY a War Cor¬ 
respondent, spoke at the services of the Community Church, Boston, Ifeissachusetts. 
Her speech reflects that she leaned toward the CoramunistRin China. ^ 
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New York report dated 5-26-45 


by s4 


Espionage - X 


entitled 
fwas et al; 


pages 170 through 173 
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REs AGNES SlffiDLEY 


_ I of the ABRiffl AM MN.COLN School and 

allegedly a member of the CPA, said that ! I was invited to attend a 

meeting of theSchool on March 19, 1944, honoring AGNES Sl/IEDLET, author of 
"Battle Ryran of China”, who was appearing in nhi nagn imdsy the auspices of 
the Joint Anti—Ikecist Refugee Committeeo Persons invited to the School meeting 
included several members of the International Workers Order and a number of 
friends of the School^ several of whom were identified as alleged members of 
the CPA or Communist sympathizers. cA • 

_ In Ciucago letter to Director 

b2 
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AGrITES SMEDLE7 gave a lecture on March 19, 1944 at the 
Ahraham Lincoln School (Chicago Workers School), held in Chicago.. Illinois , 


b7C 


Chiciago r^ort dated July 7, 1944 
hy SA| lentitled; 

"Ahraham Lincoln School (Chicago 
Workers School) Internal Security -C” 
100«11507-28S po 22 


/ 

/ 

/ 
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_ Ccgifidential l^ ormant ]_| advised that I 

I I had recommended to the school (Abraham lancoln 

School) that I \, would be a good 

person to re^ew a book written by Agnes Smedley# C-i 

Confidential Informant| [ascertained that I 

I | had recommended that someone at the Chinese News 

Service, 201 North Wells Street, cotild probably recommend a suitable 
person to review Agnes Smedley*s book, "Battle EQann of China," ^ 

I-1 b7C 

Report of SA|_| 

Chicago, March 20, 19UU, 
entitled, >• Abraham Lincoln School, 
(Chicago Workers* School), 
internal Secijrity - C," 

100-11^07-230 


DMB:arm 










On or about Iferch 20, 1944, 

Office of the Chinese News Service, was recommended 



L Chicago 


as one who would be a good .person-to review a book 
written, by AGNK SlaEDLEY at classes of the ABMHAM LINCOLN school. AGNES 
SMEDLEI in 1944 was placed among the Staff men and contributors to the 
Federated Press. lA . 


Report of SA.|_ 

Dated 9- 14-4B. Chicago 
Entitled 1 

Euro pean Recovery -Program 
Pilel ], Page 4 
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[ 


]stated that 


the north Si< 


America,!! Soviet Friendship Committee would meet and have a hook review of 
Agies Sniedl^*s ‘Battle of China". 
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SA 


3-21-44 Chicago 


Captioned Ahraham Lincoln School I&*C 
100-11507 section 16 serial 232 Pg 7 
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th9 


la thQ ©airly part of 1944 

Abraham Liacola Schools was purehaslng twenty-flTe .copies of 
AMES SMBminr^s hook, "Sattlo of China”, from the sohjoct's 
hook store, so that they conld he autographed hy the author at 
the Abraham Lincoln School on March 19, 1944e 


b7C 


Bep of SA|_I 

dated 4-34 -45 at Chicago, 57C 
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captioned "L 
was; 


1 


PT"?; 
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t s trying 

___^ ... 27# 

19ljlt« I [stated that she desired to get in touch iwith Agnes 

Smedley and have her appear on the program, 


Chicago InformantL 

100 - 11507 - 238 , p.5 
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EE: AGNES SiffiDLEY 

AGNES SlIEDLEr, war correspondent and author,'was the speaker at a meeting' oi^ 
the Eochester Forum League held at the Powers Hotel on Sunday Evening, April 
2, 1944. The Rochester Forum League is a Sunday Evening'Forum sponsored ty 
the Professional Group of the Rochester Community Club, the Communist Party 
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The Bookdiop Association of Saltimor©, ^nc.» esta’blished^^ 
a "®ook Find Club® for members which is comparahle to th® ®Book“ . 
of-the-^nth Cluho® I’ublicity regarding books that the Association' 
is desirous of selling appears to conform more to the ^arty line 
that at any time previouslyo !I?h© Association is presently 
advocating th© sale of the following books* 

lo "She Secret of Soviet Strei^® 

2„ «% I^ativ© X-and", by LOUIS AMMie 

So "2h© ®attl© Hymn of China"* by 
AGUES SMEULET 

4o "Baltic Biddle", by GBEGOHT MEISKSIAS 

I -^-|b7C 

E©p of SAl __ 

dated 4/11/44 at -^altimof®. 
entitled "Mssemination of 
Bj-opagaada ThrotJgh Communist 
^ook^ops - Begistratlon 
Act ^ 

100l214879u-7G, p. 2o 


' - ^ O 
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A mail cover placed on tb.e residen ce of Bertolt Brecht In dicated 
that comraonicatiom vjae received addressed to I ~T rom ikgnes 

Smedley fladdo (or possi bly Yaddo) Saratoga.gorii^rs^LJitewjyjJiJek. postmarked 
April 20. In regard to | previous reports in this case stated 

that she is a Danish wlter and the author of "IThis Dangereous Age'’ and that 
November 1943 she visited in the home of Hans Bisler, Pacific Palisade, 
and that she was on the Advisory Board of the A&ti-ITazi Student Committee Hew 
York City, a German Communist organ!sationV^ ^yj 


Reference to report of|] 


] 


bVC 


Los Angeles, 6/6/44, entitled 
Tree German Activities in the Los Angeles 
Area, Internal Security - R. 

100-287057-10 Page 5. 
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The report of Special Agent I I 

at New York City, dated May 6, 1944, contains an 
undeveloped lead to interview Agnes Smedley, c/o Alfred . 
Knopf shjnfT r.Qmpany^_ in-New-Yorlc -ni ty. It has been 

reported that Miss Smedley is an active Communist. From 
information appearing in this report it appears that she 
is bitterly antagonistic to the subject and, accordingly, 
would not f\imish correct and reliable information 
regarding the subject's activities. Miss Smedley has not 
and will not be interviewed in connection with this 
investigation. 

Report of SA _ 

Ne w York City, October 27, 1944, 
re | 1 was.. 

Registration Act - J. 
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Miss Agnes Smedley, _ _ _ 

Hollywood. California , was to receive the Russian 
publication, '*Voks,'' 5 and (UJ 


Office of Censorship report 
of July 1, 1944, covering 
examination by New York Postal 
Station of 131 bags of publi¬ 
cations which arrived in the 
United States from Moscow, Russia, 
from April 11 to May 22, 1944« 
65-49085-81, page 9o 
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!Rie report of SA| , dated at Baltimore July 29, 1944, 

in the case entitled **BQokshop Associa tion of Baltimore. Inc.;IS -Gj .Regis¬ 
tration Act" states thatXac cording to I | which is 

used for the receipt of mSil from subject•organization), a mimeographed 
leaflet indicated that the Bookshop Association recbsimended as a selection 
for the "Book Find Club", "Battle Rymn of China" by AC3KES SMEDLY, 

100-212399-5. , / 
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REs AG!®S SMEDLSy 


^ United States Office of Censorship in a communication received 
at the Bureau August 1, 1944, advised that Agnes Smedley is one of the 
collaborators of the magazine “Ereies Deutschland,” which is published 
in Mexico. The purpose of this magazine is to furnish an organ in which 
all Anti-Nazi, and Anti-Facist Germans can voice their opinions in a 
cond.entrated effort to crush the Nazi regime. 

United States Censorship 
August 1, 1944 
Bureau File 100-5143-26 














EE; A®IES afflELEY 

On tiae 0.1.O. Program on Station KPAS, Los ii^eles, California, on 
the evening of .September 13, 1944, the announcer recomraended a hook hy A&NES 
SMEELEY "Batjile Hymn of China" as good reading. It was pointed out hy the 
anno\uicer that this hook contained an e^^jose on GEOECE SOLEOLSKY, a newspaper 
columnist, as having been a paid publicist of Japan. 

100-311469-5 
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Volme 90, part 10 of th.e Appendix to the Congressional Record 
contained an extension of remarks of 'Hphorahle JOBH S. GIBSON of Georgia, 
in the Bihse of RepresentativeSj Septmber 6, 1944. The following is 
quoted from this source: 

«Gn October 29, I hrou^t to the attention of the House a Teiy 
u^y attack made on the South by one AGUES SMEELEY..... At the time I made 
this address before the House, I di.d not have ary infoisnation whatever on 
AGUES SMEXfLEY as an individual,.... 1 want to imparto.... some information 
that I have r«seived with regard to her which I have every reason to presume 
to be the truth, 

”1 learned that she is a gegular contributor, and has been for the 
past 15 years, to the 'Hew Masses', which is an official organ of the CP 
in the US, I learned further that she is a contributor to the'Daily Worker,' 
also an official organ of the CP. I further learned that she was an artist 
for the magazine known as 'li^t' which was the official publication of the 
American League for Peace and Democracy, which organization has been found 
to be a Communist front by attorney' general BIDDLE and the Dies Committee. 

"In the year 1936, she sent greetings and was sponsor of a banquet 
given in honor of MOTHER BLOOR, so called first lady of the CP in the US, 

"She is the author of many books which portray the ^ory of the CP 
and its great cause. She was the author of 'Short Stories from China', which 
was published in Moscow in 1935. She was the author of 'China's Red Army' 
Marches®, in which she described in Rowing language how the Reds with people 
other than whites had overcome the whites in revolutions. She pictures the 
great benefits received from Communist revolutions. It is quite significant 
that EOBEHT MOESS LOVETT, whose Communistic affiliations and activities have 
been subjects of concero to the membership of this House, which by vote 
prohibited any further funds being paid to him from the Pederal Treasurer of 
the US, wrote the preface to 'China's Red Aimy lurches', wherein he paid 
glowing tribute to this AGNES SMEELET. 

"There also appears a paragraph..... in BEHIAMIH GiTLGW's book 
•I Confess', It is probably known that GITLGW was in prison at Dannemora for 
sedition. The paragraph I refer to is as follows, to wit: "One day, AGUES 
SMEELEY came to Clinton on the pretext that she was interested in prison 
problems. She was shown the prison and on her tour of inspection, came across 
JIM LARZIU, who knew all about her visit. He greeted her with a smile which 
did not go unnoticed by the prison authorities, who became suspicious, inves¬ 
tigated her, took her aside, and ordered her to leave. Then followed 










a series of articles in th.e • Sdcial.ist Dailyj ’-’The Hew York Gall*, about 
the dungeon at Dannemora, and the terrible treatment being accorded to the 
politicals e^ecially JIM LAHKIHo It was a grim stoxy, part true and part 
good imagination, (p. 116=117).« 


66-1731-851 Enclosxire 
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A request was made that Agnes Smedley, Yaddo, Saratoga Springs^ 
New York, be placed on the General Watch List for this Bureau and that 
any back traffic be forwarded at the earliest date for the attention 
of General Watch List No. 42, yjy 

Letter from the Director to Mr. Byron 
Price, Director of Censorship, Federal 
Trade Commission Building, Washington, 
D. C., dated October 28, 1944* 
62-62736-5“557. 
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On November 20, 1944, under the letterhead of 
the GIO Political Action C ommittee. 205 Eas t For‘tgr-*secoid 
Street, Ifew York City, one | I wrote a letter to 

wherein he told her that he was leaving his post as Office 
Iilanager for the CIO Political Action Committee and asked 
her if she would help him in obtaining a new position due to 
her interest in iiie work of the CIO PAC. 


b7C 


\a 

Beport of Special Agent 
Ifew York City, November 21, 
I ~| Espionage ~ 




re 
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RE; AGNES SMEDLEY 




In a Tetter dated Dec eittber 12^ I944 j written ty AGNES •SliiEDLEY’, 

Springs» Hew York, to l 1 a newspaper woman, then employed by the 

New York Herald Tribune and formerly a correspondent in China, Miss S MEDLE Y . 
said tijat she did not intend to dissuade l l if she planned to enter the 

American Communist Party. Prom the letter, it was apparent that in previous 
correspondence,! [ had informed Miss SMESQtEY of her intention of joining 

the Party, However, Miss SMEDIuEI stated in the letter that while she agreed 
with the aims and purposes of the Communist Party, she had not joined as it 
exercised censorship of an individual's writings to the extent that she 
believed that she would have no freedom of e3q)ression whatsoeve^V^^ 

A highly confidential and reliable 
known to the writer and SA j | | 

who made available certain documents 
from the subject's apartment on Aug, 

9, 1945 • Mentioned in report of SA 
• , AR THUR F, LORTQN J R. New York 8-22-45. 

} 37 q Re; I I - Security Matter - C 

Letter b eing retained in the New York 
Division I I (U) 
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_^_ \i 

Memoraiidm Go Strldclaiid & Mr^ X^dd 
Decoiabej? 16, 1944 
HBi. CQMIBSEHN APPABA3JIJS■ 

Internal Security-H 
(100-20S581-3640) 

JIMsejj 
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course of his talk, Carlson referred frequently and favorably 
to General Stillwell and described a dinner and conversation which 
he enjoyed while out in China years ago with ’’Joe" (Stillwell) 
and Agnes Smedley, the well-known American Communist who specializes 
in Chinese affairs and who has lived and traveled (and written of) 
as an associate of the Chinese Communist Armies. ^ 


b2 
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Confidential Informant! 


Various memoranda submitted by this 
Informant were transmitted by 
memorandum from San Diego to the 
Director, January 25, 1945, re 
Information Concerning Activities In 
China - Miscellaneous, 
64-175-246-197, • ^ 
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itecem'ber 19, 1944, the Schenectady Gazette carried an articl 
reflecting that liichael Buturlinsky, Eussian-American^ Barit.Qn.e,._-Pres.ented 
a pTOgiam to introduce the local Russian War Relief Ih*ive for Christms 
gifts for Russian children. At this meeting,'.-., Agnes Smedley gave an : - ' 
account of her e:^eriences daring her three trips to Russia. It was 
stated that Agnes Smedley was the author of "Battle Ifcrnin of China"# This 
article stated that Miss Smedley went to Russia from China, to convalesce 
at a writers' health center. Miss Snedley described these resorts for 
workers and for the Red Araay, which are maintained in former Czarist spas 
and playgrounds to which thelhest in Russian music and drama companies 
come regularly. According^to-^^this article, the home of Dr. and lirs. 

George Danton on the <Uhi on .College campus, as well as Ben Eighthand's 
jewelry store, v/ere listed as the places to turn in children's gifts for 
Russian war relief. Miss Agnes Smedley is at the present time residing 
at Se.rF».tnga Springs. Hev? Yoite. and is considered an espert on the Communist 
China situation. , 

'A 

100-3 suh 5 section 14 seri al 189 page 75 
Report of SA. I 1 ^5 Albany, H.Y. 

bVC entitled**Communist Political Association 

District Ho. 2, Albany Pield Division IS-C** 
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Bureau files reflect that 


wrote a letter to 


Agnes Smedley on December 20, 1944, and stated, "And the good news is 
that I hav e a way to sen d the cult\iral funds. A friend of Madam S\in 
Yat Sen^is I I of the Oil in Kunming. His wife was in today 

and she said she could send the money I I and get him to ttim it 

over to Madam Sun Yat Sen. I'll send it to I lin Boston 


who irQl in turn send it 


]by Money Order. 


On Maurch 23, 1945, a Confidential Informant adviggQ that [ 


contacted 


of the CMna Aid Council. 

that she an d Agnes i^me'dlev had had breakfast with a man[ 
I I who has been working with the FEA^n ^^ 


] a dAisedl 


1 is okay.” 


] 


Report of SA 


New York, 


b7C 


March 1, 194b, re Nathan Gregory 
Silvermaster, was., et al.. Espionage - R. 
65-56402-675, page 23. 
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According to a confidential informant the books most widely 
publicized by the association and the Book Find Club are as followss 
‘•The Battle Hymn of China by AGNES SIiIEa.EY"l ^ 



Baltimore report dated December 30, 

1944 by - 

SA I I entitled: 

"Bookshop Association of Baltimore 

Incorporated, Internal Security - C, 
Registration Act" 

100-212399-7 p. 8 
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Agnes Smedlej was listed among a number of 
individuals who wrote for the 'Partisan Review during the 
period of its domination by the Communist Party* 

Special Committee on Ch-American 
Activities, House of Representatives, 
78th Congress, Second Session on 
H* Res 282 Report Published in 1944 
61-7582-1298, page 1391 
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Agnes Smedl^ was listed as contributor to 
"Proletarian Literature in the United States," which was the 
first offering of the Book Unions This book was an anthology 
described as the first book of its Idrd and contained stories, 
plays, poeins, coment and reportage by outatandii^ modern 
writers* {J . 

' Special Committee on Un-American 

Activities, House of Representatives, 
78th Congress, Second Session on 
H* Res. 282 Report'Publish«i in 
1944 61-7582-1298, page 591 
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(Dhe International Bevolutionaiy connections of tho 
League of American Writers is demonstrated by the number of its 
members who have contributedt or who are cited in the liagazin© 
‘international Literature" , organ of th© Intemation Union of 



Revolutionary Writez-St which is printed in MoscoWs AfiHBS SMEULET 


was listed among a number of other individuals as having contributed 


or been cited in this magazinOo 



Special Committee on UnAmericajj^ 
Activities, House of Hepresentar* 
tives, 78th Congress, Second 
Session on H, Res. 282, published 
in l944» 

61-7582-1298, p. 968^ 
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A five-star foriim on the international scene opens January 15j 
1945 at the Jewish Community Center i n .Bridggpojg t.. and listed as a speaker 
is AGMES SMEHLEY speaking on '’Qn.na«,, 

Weekly Intelligence Summary No, 152 
of Army Service Forces, Boston, 
Massachusetts 

100-7660-2676 
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Miss AGiHES SMBDLE7 spoke at the Tassar College Political 
Association Conference on China at PoTM>hfcft epsle« Mew Yorkt on ' 
January 28 1 1945* According to a newspaper clipping* she stated 
that* based upon her years of association with the Chinese people* 
she believed that* not only the Conuminists* but the great masses 
of ])emocratie men and women* believed that the only basis for 
unity and peace was a coalition ^vemment* which would abolish 
the Ktjomintang Pietatorship* 

64“200~246“A 

®0sw fork Times"* 1-28-45 
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REs mmS SMEDLEY 


On February 22, 1945, a debate on the Chinese situation was held 
at the Town Hall Meeting of the Air over the NBC Network, In this 
debate Agnes Smedley of Saratoga Springs._]iew York,a nd Harrison Forman 
of the ’’New York Herald Tribune'* supported the argument of the Chinese 
Communists, i* 

! 

' Memos New York to the Bureau 

March 5, 1945 

REs Chinese Activities Secxrrity Matter-l 
Bureau File 100-40-35-19 
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• In a conversation "between 

.1945» the radio program “Town Meeting on the Air" wa s discussed 


that ni^t was "T he Chinese Situation” 


was telling! _ 

SMEDLEY, one of tiie participantsi 


a'bout ito^ 


T. 


Tiie suDject 
had heard the program, and 


] was particnlarly impressed "by AGEES 


whom he stated was most effective of all« 


GI 


^ 


IS-C“. 



referred to in Philae 
3-1-45 r© 
vdth aliases; 
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On March 6 , 1945» a highly confidential sowce advised that 
the records of | ^ | in the Office of the Institute of 

Pacific Relations, New York City, reflected that A gnes Smedle y of 

Springsj Maw Yorkp had previously written r ~l on March 1 

1945, giving him the results of her experiences in a debate on Chinese 
matters in the ‘'Town Hall Meeting of the Air.”^/ 

New York letter to the Director, 
12/11/46, re Anna Lomse Strong, 
Internal Security - Ro 
100-7888-175. 
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According to New York informant 


gaest at tlie borne o^ 
highly confidential source acivisea tnat cne riiee ox 


A^es Smedley a dinner 
On March 6, 1945 a 



at his office in the Institution of Pacific Belations, New Tork City, contained 
a letter fro m Agnes Sme^ i^ Yadoo -^ Saratoga Springs, New York dated Pehruary 25 
addressed to | The letter discussed her part in a debate which took 


place on the Town Hall Broadcast^ The letter states that she expects to see 
I I in New York on the 7th or 8th to get any new facts he might have concerning 
the natter which was debated. The letter contained a postscript which reads 
as followss "A Chinese friend of mine, an engineer, has Just arrived in New 
York and I am asking him to see you. He used to give me large sums of money 
for the 8th Boute each month and he used his whole organization as a base 
for collecting money for the 8th Boute, They used to turn in thousands throu^ 
him and it had to be kept secret. He gave me a monthly income for months to 
pay my living expenses when I came from the 8th Boute to Henkow-»-that is how I 
lived, I paid him back later, of course. He was in the Town Hell audience and 
asked me to see him, sending up a sealed letter. On it he wrotes ^See me, but 
for God’s sake be discreet,* His name ls| | I will send him your address," 


With the above was another letter from Agnes Smedley to "Bear 


dated March 1 wherein she discussedtappe irently, a debate which to ok place at 
Town Hall in which she was opposed by a | y sao had apparently 


criticized achievements of the Chinese 8th Army, 


(U) 


Beport SAl_ 

^New York 6/11/46 entitled 


Security Matt er - C 

Page 6", 14,15 4 
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Dusdng the iroek of larch 10^ 19k$» M-ss Agnes Smedle3r« 
described as a inar eorrespond^t and Toltmteer Red Cross mirker 
^th Ccasmtonlst forces in China for the past se^en jearSg attacked 
the Nationalist Gonremment in China as being ^ah instrniBent in the 
hands of a few landonners" in a Hayt.fo6i«d„ noMnaeticnt address® 

She declared the so-called Cooimunist gronps in China inw^e not 
Sorriet controlled in any sense bat o^coiiprised the nearest apprc^eh 
to democracy to Ohtaa toaay." YW^ 

Weekly Intelligence SnnsBary 
received fS-can Qr2, Boston, 
bearing date of March 10, 19k$» 
100-7660-2829 


RMBtarm 









Adviso immediately source of information concernirg ^ 
remarks made by AGIIES SMB BT i TC Y on Marcli 10» 1945 at t ho Cpnitimri j.’fcy i 
Ciaurch. Bpstoni found on Page 35 of the report of SA| r 

I dated June 28, 1945* '-' 


b7C 


(Teletype Director to Boston 
8-14-47, ro | | 







ifiKBS SMBELET was one of ths speakers sponsored for the 
public by th© Sam'ual Adams School. Boston, Massachusetts, She 
spoke xindsr the auspices of the school at ths services of th© 
Community Church in Boston on March 10, 1945. She spoke on th© 
struggl® for Democracy in China, and insisted that there is abso¬ 
lutely no Democracy in China, and that th® only Democratic forces 
within the coiintry are represented by th® Communist armies. She 
severely criticized American policy, which stands behind CHIiBO 
KAX SEEK. She said, "I am not a Communist, and X do not know 
much about American Communists, but X do know that I feel com¬ 
pletely at home in the presence of the Chines® Communists." Miss 
SMBDLinr also spoke .at the school on March 19, 1945» 



9Qie "Bed Hetwoxk" devotes some space to Miss SMBDLEY 
and calls her a "Communist." fhe same source reflects that Miss 
SMBDXiEf has been a member of the International Union of Bevolutionary 
Writers, a staff member of "Sew Masses", a member of th® Bevolutionary 
Writer* League, and the author of a book entitled "Chinese Destinies." 


Prior to her £^>pearanc@ in Boston 
Director of the Samuel Adams School, conferred with 


[Assistant 


bVC 


Executive Secretary, District #1, OPa, in order that no conflicts in 
SMBDIiEy’ s schedul e would oee urJ 

.f ' 


intimate friend o 
highlit confidenti 


]noted that SHBDLEY was an 
ah instructor at th® Adams School. A 
having access to Communist Political 

By 


source, 

As sociation reco rds, which was cont acted on February 5, 1945, 

SA| ] et al, advised that ] | holds a 1945 membership card 

la th© CPA^(s.><^ 


h b7C 

ston, 

8 

School (a People ® s School for 
Social Studies), Boston, Mass,; 

IS-C®. 100-33§131-4, pp. 36 end 36. 
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Agnes Smedley, war correspondent, author and volunteer in the 
Chinese Red Cross has heen active in the Boston. Massachusetts a nd vicinity 
area daring the last two weeks (March 1945). She was sponsored hy the 
Connrunity Church of Boston on March 18, when she addressed a large audience 
which included many Chinese and Hegroes. Smedley also appeared at the 
Communist-front Samel Adams School for Social Studies where ehe praised 
the work of the or^nization and repeated her address given the day "before. 
In this ^eech she charged that ‘‘there is absolutely no democracy in China“ 
and that Chiang Kai-Shesk rules China, with an iron fist. She claims that 
the only group fighting for democmtic policies in China today are those 
in the Oo-unist amies. y ^ 

Weekly Intelligence Summary ITo. 163 
Headquarters Hirst Service Command 
Boston, Massachusetts - March 17-24, 1949 
100-7660- section 120 serial 2889 Pg 2 
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to March 18, 1945, there was a meeting of the District 

Committee for District No, 1, Communist Political Associa tion. _ 

held at Boston. At the afternoon session of this meeting J 
who was acting as Chairman, publicized the American Youth For Democracy 
Youth On Parade Dinner to be held March 19, 1945, at Bostonj secondly, 
he publicized a speech by Agnes Smedley to be given the same date at 
the Samuel Adams School, Bostoni\^^ 

^0-3-1-310, page 6. 
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ACMES aiEDLET, author and lecturer, was t o speak at the Samuel 


Adams school on March 19, 1945* 
at the SamudL Adams school.X/ 


She was a fl*iend of| 

iU) 


instructor 



b7C 


at the Coi 


his wife,[ 


SMEELE? was also to speak in Boston on Sunday, March 18, 1945, 
ty Ghruch, the pastor of which was Reverend DOHALD LOTHEOP^ 
Secretary-Tr easurer. Hew England Council, CPA suggested that 
would mohilize attendance for the SfffiDLEy affai 


iSQZUIll 
l Se 


b2 

b7D 


ref: Boston informant 
reporting conversation oetweenT! 


100-340745-2 pg 8 



(U) 


(U) 


b7C 
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b7C 

AGUES SMEDLI- 

(authorof "The Battle Hymn of China" and other hooks on the far east), 
and cos^lained bitterly to her of the Chung King Government ms 


MIS advised that 


ungrateful towards its best servants 
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b7C 

b7D 


[ 


with, a man 


Boring a conversation "between I 

1 said that that mo rning she and Agnes Snedley had hreaJcfa^ 

who has heen working with the PE4, and who 


told than a lot of things about our own government's attitudd tovrard China, 
He said that when Wallace came hack, Wallace talked to him about it and said 
that he did not have any hope lexcept for the Communist areas\('/^ (U) 


b2 

b7D 



(U) 


Ikiring a convi^^*^ ion 


]that .Agnes Smedley had called up and asked to see them. 


said that he had inv ited h er to come along with the big crowd they were 


having that Friday night. 


said tliat she would make a good addition^^j^J^ (U) 


b2 

b7D 

b7C 



(U) 
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in the company of^ 

attended the Norv/alk Jev/ish Center on Jferch 24, 1945, at Eorwalk, Conn., for 
a speech delivered hy Agnes Smedley, the author, concerning activities of 
the Eighth Route and Guerilla armies in Chin^*-;^^ (XJ> 

Agnes Smedley propagandized Communism and presented arather 
clear picture of its development in China, and implied that it was the 
"best system in anyr/here, and in general, followed the Comiaunist Party line. 
Hester Huntington "believed that Agnes Smedley was anti-Communist and expressed 
this opinion to the informant, who took this 8.s an indication of factionalism 
on the part of Huntington. 



SA 


1-7-46 


b7C . 


ITew Haven. Connecticut 


Security l iiatter (U) 

I seriax 13^g 2-3 
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fhe Philad^phia School of Social Science and Art aka the 
Philadelphia ajhool of Social Science when planning its Annirersaxy 
Dinner during Iferch, 1945, encountered difficulty in ohtaining speakers. 
Pinally, Agnes Soedley, authoress and authority on China and the Par East, 
was secured as one of the speakers. When the Pirst Anniversary Dinner of 
the school was held, on March 25, 1945, on the Sixth floor, Town Ball, 150 


North Br oad—r. ^ Street. Philad^ Phia. the program was concluded hy the 
principal speaker Agies Sfcedley who discussed various phases of the Chinese 


prohlon under the heading, "Eyes on China 


Eeport SA_ Philadelphia, 2»22-47 

Be: The Philaddphia School of Social Science 
and Art aka; I&°C. 

100-154799-79. 
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Agnes Smedley, authoress, and|_|, a radio comentat 

were the principal ^eakers at the first an n iversaiy dinner which was held 
Iferch 25, 1945. .Ehilad^lnhia, ,, Pennsvl-vania^ for the puipose of raising 
funds for the Philadelphia School of Soci^ Science, 



A3Fsddg_ 








possilsly use 


advised Albany informant 


that she mi^t 


Jas a contact with Agnes Smedley, a liberal authoress 
of Saratoga Springs. Hew York, in the formation of a GPA group in 
Saratoga Spring8^^^"'^^yj^ 


b7C 

b7D 
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b7D 



A re liable confidential informant a dvised that AG331S 
SMEDLET called T 


home a 


was b ringing to a party at tho|_ 

who is a yotmg flyer who was ^ot dowa o7er Conmnxtiist 


1 flT>d that 


she 


b2 

b7D 

b7C 




r, dated 4/] 

LO/45* at 

MO. eaptioned 1 

1 1 Espionage - X,* 

_1 

8 

1_ l-f- 
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_Investigation has indicated that|_| 

_I who is presently in the United Stat es /b7C 

Army, attended a party at the home of the suhjeclj | \ 

in the conroany of A&liCES SMEDLEY.ry ' 

- X(U) 

letter to Director dated 
April 7, 1945 from Mew York 
entitled I I , 

_ was et al. EsT >ionage~^ 









b7C 

b7D 


I I A reli able confidential informant adfised th a' 

I_|(ph) called I | a' 

aad asked tha wheraaDouts orl I saia si 


at 05 
she didn't < 


know where he was, that he mast he out for dinne r since ha wasn't 
coming homej |asked where AGUES SMBDUIY was 

[ stateo. sne 'understood AGUES was with the san» p^ople^she had 
heen with-“th® name ifil---T1^ /TT\ 


(U) 


b7C 

b2 
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, I_ I _I i^nrln/y a. n onvflrp,tion betweenj_ 

ast same not given on|_[whose name was not cl ear 3 

invited T 1 to dinner juid said that Agies Snedley, among others would he 

there, and that a regular Jar Eastern party had been planned Just for him\^C 
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On March 28, 1945 the Baltimore Office had in its poeseesipn a 
hook entitled "Red Flood of China" hy Aghes Smedley, published hy Co* 
operative Publishing Society of Foreign Workers in USSR, 1934, This book, 
which was obtained from the R esistant Collec tor of Customs at Baltimore, 
had been in the possession of l 1 Chief Officer of the 

SS J. Do Teager whidi arrived in Baltimore 3*27*45.^ 


100*3*59*604 
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b2 




REs AGNES SMEDLEI 



A Postal Censorship Report from the United States Office of Censorship 
distributed April 9, 1945, relates to a letter from Comi te Latino-Americano 
De Alemanes Lit res. Apartado 10214, Mexico D. F. (signed] j 

I ~b /o Comite D'Alle Ifeigne Libre Pour L*0uest - Bi-vd, Mont Nartre 

Paris, 2E, France, ref ers to anoth er relevant record in the Office of Censor^ 
ship (b earing file .No, I I , Examiner notes it is stated that NY 


I covers a communication da ted^ 

. to Mrs, 


_ mm smkley (oj 46gi) y 

_ _ revealing that the writer stated on April 23rd, that EGON 

ERiVIN KI3CH would celebrate his 60th '•anniversary" and asking her to write 
to KISCH 152 Avenue, Ibmaulipos, Mexico D. F,, and if it would be possible for 
her to inform other American writers and also friends in China about this 
occasion 




100^72924-635 


JSA/bw 








b7C 

b7D 




A reliable coa fideatial iaformant stated t hat 
tclephonically coatactedj [ 

Daring tbeir conTersatioall I s tatedc "Did you see 
letter yesterday in th® ‘Times*| | answered by statingr" ”Aad 

AGUES SMEDLET had one in the ® $ribW\^^^jy j 



C2| 


letter from SAC 


b2 

b7D 


•» to Direct or? r® 


Espionag© 
dated AtfrlTl?, 1945.. 


} p* 139, 



b7C 















On April 11, 1945 Alfrsd Eohlltdrg vtote a letter to the editor 
of the Hew York Herald Trilnine referring to a letter from A^es Smedl^o 
In this letter Hobllierg referred to information olktained V from the 
Chinese Year Book which refutes statements made hy Smedley concerning Chinese 
Communists and the political problems of Chinao Eohlberg stated "inadequate 
and distorted as Miss Smedley's version of Euomintang Communist differences 
is, her letter nevertheless, has real valueo It indicates the line of thou^t 
of certain groups with regard to the post-war dismembexrment of Chixiao" it| 



97-266C-6 
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HE; AGUES SMEDEBY 


One of the contacts of 



is Agnes StCBDEETc A revie. 


ms made "by the Hew York office of the hackgrotind and activities of Agnes StBDEBY« 
The information set forth in tois reviev; is contained in the main case file 
relating to Agnes 


(U) 


Report S/« 

4/24/45. - 

Hew York EB; 
ESP-(X) 


Jpgs 


,62sthru86) 


b7C 

Em, 
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On May 10, 1945, SHITTAIODE CH^BEES during an Interriew "by agaits 
was asked "if lie knew of anyone 'by the name of EDWAEDS" and he iiimediate ly 
identified that name as an alias of GEEBBLED EISLEE* He pointed out that ! I 
had "been a veiy close friend of EISLER's; that in all of his conversations 
with I I he had heard EISLER.^oken of only as EDWAED, and he did not 
know of his true identity nntil auproximately a year ago. when he was advised 

Dv I-1 an editor of "Porttme" magazine, who had formerly "been a 

Communist party leader in Austria and in that position, had ‘been very well 
known to EISLEE® 

CHAMBEES stated he had, originally been intro duced tol _Jby a mai^^C 

known to him as | ~] w hom he b ad met in turn throxigh I I At the 

time he was introduced to l 1 CHAMBERS stated he recognized him as a 

former treasurer of the ffiingarian Communist new^ap er XJj Eldre ( ph.). who b7C 
had also published numerous articles on Cammunism as l I 

CHAMBERS r^salled that sometime during 19%, he had learned that 
AG®ES SfflUiEY, well known writer and auttior o f "Battl e Bymn of China" and 
other works, was in Hew Yoite . and he had told l h e would like to meet her. 

He stated F l had advi sed him he could arrange a meeting for him with SIEIiLEr 
and told him to go to an automat somewhere in the east 70's. He stated that 
AOJES SfflUJLEY arrived at the Automat before him and was seated at a table and 
when he introduced himself, she refused to speak to him. He eicplained that 
he identified himself as a Communist and that she then consented to talk to 
him, 'but said, "I thought I was going to meet EDWARDS". 

CHAMBERS was asked whether he had any evidence of Oommvinist affil¬ 
iation of SMEBLEY, and he pointed out that he did not have any actual evid^ce 
but that everyone knows she is a Communist. He stated, "there is absolutely 
no question about it". 

He recalled tbat | | bad close contact with her, and that she always 
"hung around" the 9th floor of OP headquarters. He said that she may never 
b7C have held a CP membership book, but that if she did not, it would mer^y be 
because the officials of the Communist party had believed her to be of more 
value to th«n if her Party affiliations were not definitely established. 

He recalled that at the time BROWDER was sent out into the Ear East, 
there was a story current in the CP circles in New York City to the effect 
that BROWDER had carried with him large denomination bills. When he arrived 
in Manila, he had beau forced to cash a one thousand dollar bill, and the 
'bank officials had tipped off the proper people who had placed BROWDER under 
suxveilance after he had left M a ni la for China. He stated that the romor 
indicated was to the effect that in Qantou-or Nanking . BROWDER gathered 


137 








together a group of hi^ Oonununist Party officials at a most secret meetiag, 
and that one of the participants of this meeting was A&NES SMEHiET^s Chinese 
h^shand* He added that the Hanking Police surrounded the house and raided it 
and arrested the whole giuxgp. He. could not recall the source of his story® u 


100>25824»S6 pg. 18 


PB: ddg 
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Baring 
on May 22, 19457[ 
her which she ha^ 
gronnd, 

newspaper rq>or'c 


>etween I_ 

desired to read a letter to 
it date rrom Agnes Smedley. By way of hack- 
I if she knew l I (apparently a 

Led that she did* I I then said that she 


had hrotight scene letters from Mme. Son, and that she had sent Agn&s Smedley 
a copy of the letter from Mme. 

I 1 said that Agnes Medley stated that she was amaged that 


b7C 

who said Isaacs was often 

seen with her although 

j was a vicious enemy 


of the Chinese Red Army ar 

^4 Pf tbe ^SSR, 1 

\ stated that she could not 


interpret this, wherei?)onl 


Jreplied that , she thon^t it was quite 


clear that Agnes was carrying on her old feud with Mme. 

1 stated that she wanted to write to her ('^parently Snedley) 
to tell her what she knew and to put her in her place, hut that because she 
did not know the entire situation, she did not know how to do it anfl recalled 


that the last time that she (apparently Stoedley) was at 


(apparently Smedley) told | 

I then pointed out that 


what a vicious person[ 
l is a Trotskyit'h* 


hous e, she 
I is. 


I_I then discussed the possibili ty that I 

(ph) had told Agnes Smedley that Mne. Sun was seeing a lot of| | 

} I said that her own feelings were that she did. not t^^rust either Agnes 

or] 1 that the only one she did trust was Mne. Suiuy^^/\ /tti 


I_|continued to read the letter and said that Smedley said she 

had received a remarkable letter from an American General who had returned to 
China and stated that Hurley, “to u se the lanp aage of Shakespeare”, is a damned 
fool and "I have the lowest idea of I ) who is the most opinionated dumb 

windbag ISve met in many a moon, also a book soldier, 

I-1 A [^1 

_I also pointed out that Smedley writes \»»this bombastic sttiff” 

as if it were something new and startling whereas this was not actually th^|^^se 

_stated that Smedley then advised in her letter that she was 

sick for many reasons, physically and psychologically, she supposed, and that 
she alwa ys became sick when she worked on a book on China. According to 

_, Snedley said the whole world situation is worse than death. We 

are headed for another world war a^inst the USSR and our people are too infan¬ 
tile an d ignorant t o know what it’s about." Concerning this portion of the 
letter, [ pointed out that it was "typically hysterical" but that she 

had always felt that she (^parently Snedley) is very valuable in what she does 
but that she did not think that anyone should take her too seriou8l^V<!^^ jttl 



5-2&-45. 

pp. 18-22 













I [advised the New York Pield division on Mav 27. 1946 

of a conference which took place on that da te "between _ 

and a -person known to the Informant only as I I helieved to have 

heen l l of the China Aid Council and 

known memher of the Communist Party). Thirlw/y this >».nn'Pp.r(!>nr»ft they 
discussed a letter which had "been received] |from ASHES 

(ashes SMEDLBY) 5 concerning the Chinese situ ation and, they discussed 
how dangerous PATRICK J. HDHIEY was to them. \ then stated 

t hat ASHES fSMSDLEY) was impressed that SUH would send letters 


Report of SA Howard V/, Little 
dated 8-7‘^46 at Hew York entitled 

_ was et al. 

Security Matte i^C 
I pages 15 and 16", 


JTH;mc/plh 














1 Da: 
Jasked|_ 


P aring^ a conversation between ^ 

J whether or not the re was any poim> in getting 
in touch with Agnes Smedley, I I replied that she (Smedley) 


thd 



b2 


C.I. 

June 


11s25 pm. 


5. 19A5 


page 28 


b7C 


was in Yadow (phonetic1 (a pBagently Yaddo) but suggested that 
he might drop, her a note. Ihis conv^saTGTSh apparently has to 
do yrit.h inviting a number of individuals to a get-together at 


b7C 



(I 


JSAstlc 













I_ I who was axre sted on the night of June 6, 1945, 

as a sub.iect in the I I espionage case, had among his effects 

a list of names including that of Agnes Smedley, 


hlC 


page 17. 
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AGNSS SMESLET ms listsd as having 133611 lirought to the SAMTEL ADAMS School 
for lectures»2 jQi 6 records of this school reflect that 
laemher of the Board of Trustees and that the iDiMS' School is a CoouDunist 




Letter SAS Boston to Director 
June 27 9 1945 
Re: LITTLE. BBOW and GOe 
Do Co Heath Co. - Public 
Relatione 

Pile 'S‘ 94-4»15259 Sec. 7. 
Serial 625. Page lo 
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A "book entitled 
(tkiird edition) was given te l 
of someone, nama lllegiM®. from 

Br; 

left-laaad corner of tk© fly leaf, 


> Hvam of Gki^ a” by AG-HSS SMEBLEY 
I with the GOB 5 >liin 0 ats 
Brisbane» Australia., The name 
.8ban@» is stan^ed on the lower 



Eep SA I _|> dated 

6-8-45» at 3iog Angeles, captioned 
®Comintern Apparatus; 
100-203581-4466, p, 46, 
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On Jxine 8, 1945, 


lin a conversation 


stated that, according to the “Dsiily News,” Stuart Lilyko (ph.) 
01 549 West 113th Street had declared in testifying before the Dies 


] b7' 


Committee that Jaffe was among a number of writers, including Edgar Snow, 
Agnes Smedley and Anna Louise Strong, who had been most active in 


b2 

b7D 


the world. , 



Case entitled! 1 

L_L=JEspionage X. 


M 


page 21. 
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b7D I_I who was sxibseq,uently developed as a confidential 

j.iixvrioant when Interviewed in June, 1945, stated that, althou^ he did not loiow 
MRS. AGHES SMEEfLEY, he xinderstood she was quite prominent as a Writer concerning 
Soviet gains and progresse:;^ for. American press consuu^stion. He stated he "believed 
she was acttially in . GMneL at the time, "but her activities were vmknovm to him* 

He stated he understood she formerly was active as a writer in behalf of the 
propaganda branch of the Comintern* u 

^ 61-6670-76 
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(CP) remarked that he heard one 



Agnes Saedley speak on the CShinese situation, and said tiiat it appears 
that the policy to ward Chinese Com aunists has changed "because of the 
State Department. I I suggested that they (CPi t^egraph 


b7C 


Stillwell urging him to t^e part in revoking this policy. 


•X(U) 


Letter from SAC Buffalo to director, 7-21-45 
£^Entitled CPA District 2 IS-0 ConfidentT 
100-3 sub 6 section 29 serial 104^ ^ 
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'^b7C 

an Espionage subject, in a biography which he forwardv^^ 
to a publishing house, stated he had made a study of the works of AGNffi SMEDLEI, 
piles of the.Boston Pield Office Reflect that B MF.nT.K y had a long record as 
being a Soviet apologist, 


Memo from Bos ton to Directo r. July 

et al, 


11, 1945; re 
^Amerasia”, 
Espionage - R” 


b7C 


DMBscr/bw 
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On July 26, 19h$ a Chinese Conununist representative ' 

the San Francisco Conference sent a' telegram to Agnes Smedley. c/o Yaddo. 
j5aiLatp.ga-Smiings.,_New„Xork, stating, '•We will leave for your place at 9i20 a.m, 
August 3rd.«^A^ 



100-203581-U77li 


OliB:ink 
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It is noted that the Yaddo-Estate at.Saratoga Springs« 

New York, is a foundation estate consisting of several houses to which 
artists and wri ters are inv ited as guests for certain specified seasons^ 


b7C 


J, Chinese Communis t representative to the 


In August 1945, 

San Francisco Conference, and his assistant, |_| were taken 

to the Yaddo Estate by Agnes Smedley, who resided on the estate and is 
reportedly very active in Comaunist circles in and around Albany. New York. 


b7C 


L 

New York. 

1947. rel 

1 

wa.. Espionage 

- R. 


J page 4« 
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# 


# 


Ox August 3, 19h5, a stirveillance reflected that 


3 



_.Chinese Communist Delegates to the San Prancxsco 

Conference) left New York City and went to Saratoga Springs, Previous 
arrangements had been made for these Chinese to visit Agnes Smedley 
at the vartdn Saratoga Springs. 


Qa Aug ust 27, New Yor k Informant! 


2 


contacte* 


advised that 


b2 


and advised him that Agnes Smedley 
was coming to New York City the following day and wanted a meeting fear b7D 
the following Wednesday 



(U) 


bVC 


On September^2. 
Smedley contacted 


9^1*7 . according to the same source, Agnes 
k Chinese Communist Delegate to the 


San Francisco Conference) and discussed with him her broadcast of 
the previous evening. She was highly critical of John B, PowelD, who 
was also on the Forum Program, and she said that before the broadcast 
Powell referred to Communism as the '‘cancer of China." She said she 
thought Powell might be connected w ith the CSS and she did not want 
him to know she was in contact with F I and his friends. She made 
arrangements to see | | on September 3, 19h$f to gather material 

for a book she was writing (/ 


b7C 


Smedley contacted 



On SeptemheE_8, 19hSf "the same informant reported that Agnes 


b7C 


[ and remarked that she was writing a chapter 
on the Chinese Commumistt Party for a volume of Professor McNair's set 
of volumes to be published in the next several months. She said she 
had been asked to write the volume on the, Chinese Communist Part^^^^ 

ITOS asked by Agnes Smedley whether he thought ifeo Tse 
Tung would ever sxurender his army to which] j emphatically replied 
that Mao wotild never surrender. Smedley statea unat she had been asked 
to speak at the Springfield College in Springfield, Massachuastia. but 
she was too busy and had written to the college asking that ] [ be 
substit\ited for her. She said that the sp eech was to be at a meeting 


sponsored by Pearl Buck's East-West (Sroup, 
glad to make the speech\/^ ^ ^ ^ 


said he woTild be 


b7C 


Report of SA j 

New York, September 27, 19k5, 
entitled, "Comintern Apparatus, 
Internal Security - R." 
100-20358l-k696-pps. 9» 10, 17, 

22, 23, 2li.. 
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\ _J Stalinist writer, reported to the magazine 

’•■Jreies Deutschland” in Mexico that ” some days ago I was browsing in a 
book store and the nan just brought orders from the ?/ar Prisoners Camp. 
Vilhat does a Camp Librarian order? This one (one of the none-too-numerous 
rare birds) did not want too bad books on his list, BE3T0LT BRECHT; 
"Private Life of the tfeister Ifece”^ AGNES Sl’IE nLEV « "Battle I^nnn of Chinaj" 


o o O O o> o o 


Memo J, C. Strickland to Mr. Ladd 
dated Au^st 4, 1945/Captioned the 
Communist Party of Germany, Internal 
Security - c 

File # 64 - 200-232 - Germany 7\/ 
Section 5, Serial #113, Page 13»J ^ 
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In the August 23, 1945, issue of >'The Witness" appeared an 
articLe entitled, "Chinese Leaders - Coalition To Solve China‘s Needs." 
This article states that Agnes Smedley and other writers have told the 
story of their fight against illiteracy, for better livir^ for the 
people, for democracy. ^ 

100-246705-17 
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A mil cover placed on |_| Nw York City, 

disclosed that Agnes Smdley (no retiirn addres s shov>/n) sent a communica¬ 
tion dated September 21, IShSf to | | •wfao\•waa/one of the three 

Chinese Delegates to the San Francisco Conference(U) 

100 -20358l-l|8l4,8 
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I__I Chines© Ccanmanist representar 

tlTesat the San Francisco Conference, arrived at Saratoga Springs, New 
York, on August 3» 19li5* They were met by Agnes Smedley and taken to 
the Yaddo Estate on the outskirts of Saratoga springs, consisting of 
several large houses to which artists and writers are invited as guests 
for specified reasons* The CammoniBt Delegates remained there tmtil 
August 5, 19h$» at ^ddch time they were escorted to the ^iratoga 
Springs Bailroad Station by Agnes Sn^dley* v\ 

A trash coverage on the apartment of ^ New 

York City disclosed a series of letters frm A^es Smedley, aj^arently 
a permanent guest at the Yaddo Estate* In one letter she stated that 
she was “working very hard on my book, ^Chu Tch, •" the weU-kaotm 
Ccmmnmist Amy Commander* Further, in the same letter she stated, 

“I am in a very full state of mind over the i^ole situation* It seems 
that war against Itussia adght start any and policy in China 

is horri^Ting in its vicious hypocrisy*** jttl 


Report of S&l_ 

New York, October 28^ 
entitled, I 
Ihtemal Secu rity 


R and J*“ 
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I Chimese Commanist repr esentative to ths 
San Francisco uonierence« and his assistant* | | 'lliS 

arrived at .Satatoea Springs. Hew York* on Ao^st 3* 1945* ana* 
immediately upon arrival* were met hy ASKES SMEDLE7* and taken 
to 7addo* SS* ^ew lork. Up until the time of their departure* 
Aiigust 5* 1945* the two sahjeets stewed as house guests of 
AGNES SMEBLET in the faddo. It was ascertained t ^t the subj ects* 
together with AG NES SBfflDLEY, spent some time with i 1 and 

two Japanese individuals who resided at i^addioo 
On August 5, 1945, "both subjects were escorted to the Seiratoga 
Springs Bailroad Station by AGNES SMEItLEr and the two Japanese* 
at which time they departed for Hew York Gity, [ j _ 

Bep Sa|_, 

Albany, NY, 8-11-45* r© 

“Comrap; IS-E", 100-203681-4604 
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The repo^ of fecial Ageatl 


Isept^ ber 27* 191 j5 
J Chinese b7C 


Mew Toek, fflititled, ••Coiarap* *' indicates that [ 

Delegate to the DNCIO at San Fraaclsco early in 191t5> and his two 
secretaries. 


were instrumental in 


establishing an organization knom as the Committee for a Democratic 
Far Sastefn Policy* The report indicates that these Chinese made 
numerous contacts with Communists in New York City apparently for 
the purpose of auj^^Cying novelists, news^^per writers, and other 
in'cHSommunist writers, with material prestmiatCy favorable to the 
cause of the Red ^nsy of China, such writers being Agnss Medley 
and a number of otheri^/v/ jth 

' ^ 100 - 31 » 3301-6 
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The following item was in the October 1945 issue of "preies 
Deutschland" (Free Germar^) Mexico City page 29 "AGNES SlffiHiEY, the great 
American who is so well inforned on China has just completed a book, 

•The Life and Times of Chuh Teh." The work presents a history of the 
revolutionary movement in China during the last 60 years and is based 
on the lifd of General Qiu, who furnished AGNES SMEIILEY with most of 
the details. (Enc.) lA 


Memorandxmi to the Mrector from 
Philadelphia dated December 29, 
1945 entitled} 

"Free Germany Internal Security - C" 
refer 5 IS 
100-72924-731 



JTHsskr 






Sar atoga 

•M ghuiiBn^M* n nactfCr. ■■ 



AGIflilS SMEHiEY and others are residing at the Yadc^o Estate.^. 
Springs. New York , 

Letter to Director from Albany 
dated October 19, 1945 
100-203581-50871 
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I I a self-admitted Commttaist Party memljer, 

who has lectured at the SamvUl Adams School in Boston, was formerly 
advertising manager at the Little Brovm Coc^any, Boston* While 
he was employed at this Company, he hscam© well-acquainted with a 
number of authors whose works the L ittle Bro wn Company has published, 
and which authors are, according to and information in the 

Boston Field Office, either CP members or sympathizerSo Included 
in this list of authors was AGEIS SMEBLEY, s ^ 


Rep SA Brenton S. Gordon, 
Boston, 10-39-45, r © 

I I S^Cb« b7C 
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"Diario Pqpular, ** a Gomounist labox> daily newspaper, 
Montevideo, Uruguay, for Hovember i|,, 19h$» contained an article on 
Page 3 entitled, "Formation and Decay of Ktwmintang," by Agnes 
Smedley* No translation of this article is availatQ.e in the file, 

lietter to Director ft“om Office 
of the Legal Attache, American 
Embassy, Montevideo, dated 
November 23» 19h$» 
100 -3ii2133"26 
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Agnes Smedley was one of many who endorsed a puolication 
known as "Descu'briniientos en Mexico" (Discoveries in Mexico) oy 
Egon Erwin Kisch. 


Report hy I_111-8-45 at Mexico 

100-26302 serial 49 pg 1 ^ 
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JAIffiS HAYIilOND COPE, was,, during October and November of 1945, gave 
a series of lectures dealing with natters in Bussia and East Asia, A 
pamphlet published ty the First Unitarian Society of Salt Lake City, Utah, 
listed the topics to be discussed under the heading, •’History in theMaking,” 
This pamphlet stated that the material for the series of lectures that COPE 
would give would be taken from such publications as ’’Battle Hymn of China" 
by AGNES SMEDLEf, among many other similar publications, 
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GNOT'_ 1 in rep of SA | 


Salt Lake City, : 

2-12-46, 


re "James Raymond Cope, wasj IS-c" 
100-201154-22. 
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In connection with the.publication of a book entitled, “I 
Saw the Russian People, ” by Donald Ogden Stewart, complimentary copies, 
autographed by the author, were forwarded by Little, Brown and Coramny, 
the publishers, to a number of persons including Agnes Smedley, c/o 
Alfred^jaiopf,.. jgublishers, ^01 Madison..Ayen3ia,.J !Ia ^^ 


Report of SA 
Boston, December i>» 19h5» 


b7C 


entitled, '0onald Ogden Stev/art, 
Internal Security ~ C,** 

100-18610-121 
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Agnes Sraedley listed as a Oommnist author, was one of many 
who were furnished an autographed copy of a publication by Owen Lattimorp, 
with the hope that she and others would lend the book every possible 
publicity. 



Letter SAC Boston to the Director 1-&-46 
&i7en Lattiniorey Information concerning 
Security Ifetter - 0 
100-24628 section 1 serial 7 pg 4. 
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Agnes Smedley, was listed as one of the ’ \ / 

individuals listed as a key figure in the OP in the Albany Field Division.\^ (U) 

SAC Albany letter to Director 1-11-46 
100-3-4-4960 pg 2 
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On Jazmary 14, 1946 Alfred Eobl'berg, Hew York Cit7, in a letter 
to the Director stated as follows: "For your files as of possible interest, 

I send study of the Comiininist~front Institute of Pacific Relations and 
corre^ondence with named organization, to which I was an ignorant contact 
for 20 years. After I made my study of the instant subject, late in 1944, 

Miss Agnes Smedley, at one time convicted in this coxintry of interference with 
the war effort in World War I, later a Commonist propagandist in Germany, later 
a student in the Lenin Institute and now a propagandist for the Chinese Commonist 
armed party, published a statement that I was in the pay of the Chinese 
Government, fhis story was spread so that I was asked about it by friends who 
should have known better, among them Pearl Buck*, Dr, Maurice William and others. 


97-8660-13 
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_ advised SA I _ I tha t while he in t)2 

CPA headquarters i I were discussing-the , „ 

possibilities of obtaining AGfDDS SIESLEI to sit on the platform the night 
VniiLIAM Z. FOSTER spoke in Buffalo. 

Buffalo report dated January 18, 1946 
by SA Carroll C. Cannon entitled: 

'I 1, was.. Internal 
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RE 8 AGNES SfilEDLEY 


Confidential Informant 


advised that a narty was held at 

the home of 

, New York City, 


February 17, 1946. This was sponsored by the Committee for a Democratic 
Far Eaatani-Policy, 58 Park Avenue , New York City, 

stated that it would be the work of the Committee to fur¬ 


nish inibrmat ion to radio commentators, newspapers and congressmen, to 
exert pressure and bring influence to bear on forei^ policy. This 
information would be secured from experts on China and the Far East. 

Informant stated that those participating in the Spotlight on 
the Far East Forum will include among others, Agnes Smedley. It is 
expected that a script will be presented written by some radio celebrity. 
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Memos From New York to the Bureau 
-March 5, 1946 

RE8 Committee for Democratic Far 
Eastern Policy 
Internal Security - C 
Bureau File 100-545301-8 
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Ague» Smedley, identified as the recipient of 
a letter from i I concerning th e sending of funds 

to China, appeared .in the address book of I 




Teletype from New York to the 
Director and Wash ington Field. 
March 4, 1946 , re I 
I L was., et al,. 

Espionage - R. 65-56402-588. 
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began to read the works of AGNES SMSDLEI and 
from readlLhg th^ he begAh to actually study them. ^AGNES SMEDLEI is the 
subject of a close^Internal Security file in Boston. 


b7C 



R^ort of SA 
dated 3~1 8-4b at Boston. Mass. ' 
^titled 1 I 


with aliases, et al Espionage-C" 

I Ipaee 2 


JTHsmc 









Agnes Smedley was one of several speakers who attended a 
dinner sponsored by the Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy 
held at the Rooeevelt-Hotel ,.„45th_and. Madison Avenue. New York Gitv . 
on April 3, 1946. All of the speeches made at this dinner were based 
on the same ideas. They called for a real political and economic 
democracy for the Chinese people and for friendship between the United 
States and the Soviet TBrion. They urged that the United Nations 
Organization be welded into a functioning body for peace. They accused 
the Kuomintang of violating agreements to amalgamate Kuomintang and 
Communist troops by sending more than five Armies to the Northeast. 

They criticized the American foreign policy in the Far East and demanded 
that all foreign troops be removed from China and other Asiatic countries 
outside of the necessary occupational forces in Japan, 


New York |_ 

100-343301-15 
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The name AGNES SMEDLEY appeared on a list of Individuals who were 
contributors to the magazine, "Amerasla.” tl ^ 

Memo Jo Co Strickland to Mr^ 
Ladd, 4-30-46* The source of 
b7C listed material is not shown* 

1 p« 3» 
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AGNES SMEDLEYj writer, was one of many chosen to be irivited to a 
reception at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel on ifey 5^ 1946, in honor of three 
visiting Soviet literary figures, namely, ILYA EHRENBJK} of "Izvestia”, 



KONSTANTIN 3I1QN0V of «'Red Star" and Ivfe-jor General MIKHAIL H. GALAKTIONOV 
of "Pravda"o These individuals were visiting in the United States as 


guests of the American Society of Newspaper Editors., Th^bove was planned 
by the National Council of American-Soviet Friendshipo It was understood 


that naturally, anti-Sovieteers and Trotskyites should not be invited as they 


would make things "very uncomfortable" 


(U) 


Memo SAC New York to Director 


Dated l&y 6, 1946 

Captioned: National Council of 

American-Soviet Friendship 

Internal Security - C 

File #100-146964, Sec. 48, Ser.796 

Page 2 
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On June 4, 1946, the Boston Office ranommaaded the installation, 
of a technical surveillance on Mass. It b7C 

was stated that l I was a key figure in the Boston Communist situation 

and that his home had heen the tes^orary Boston residence of several 
national figures in the Pro-Bussian Movement inclviding Anna Louise Strong, 
Agnes Smedley and others. 



Pom PD-142 submitted by 
Boston 6~4=*46 100=“ 
342893~12 







WHIIETAKER CHAMBERS said tlJat AGUES SMIDLET, writer a nd author 
of "The Battle ^srmn of China" was in Hew York City and he told I I 

that he would like to meet her, | | arranged a meeting and b7C 

when CHAMBERS met her in an automat in the east 70^s, AGHES SMEDLEY 
stated "I thought I was going to meet EDWARDS ,^ ^ 


Hew York r^ort dated May 30, 1946 
hy SA Robert J, Lamphere entitled; 
"GERHART EISLER, was,» Internal 
Security - R" refer 5 IS 
100.32520-^113 p. 6 
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On July 9, 1946 Alfred Kohl'b erg a dealer in Ch lneae Textiles 
in Kew York City addressed a letter to I I Executive Vice 

President of Institute of Pacific Selationa 1 ]^8t 54tk Street, York 
City. In this letter he stated t^t a Japanese-Aaerican Committee for 
Democracy had within the past two years Joined the Daily Worker in representation 
at the dinner of ®your Committee for a Democratic Par Eastern Policy" and that 
one of the speakers at this dinner was Agnes Smedley. The letter set out a 
number of instances in which this organization has synpathized with views expressed 
by the Daily Worker and by Izvestia, 



b7C 


97-2660-17 
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According to a hi^ly confidential source a Dr, FLato communicated 
"by letter with Mrs, Agnes Smedley at Saratoga Sprlngflu,J!j:feddo,,Je^^ "by 
letter dated in Warsaw* June 28* 19461. fhe letter, which hears the 
salutation "Dear Agnes", states that the i^xriter had read an article in a 
fferman new^aper "Heues Deutchlaad" signed hy Smedley which hrou^t hade to 
the writer all his Chinese past and her heroic personality. Continuing, 
the letter states "after you left us (the group of foreign Doctors from 
the Spanish War) in China we had quite a wonderful time", She writer states 
that he did come hack to Poland in September 1945 and was then working 
hard for his country and happy to tah:e an active part in the rebuilding of 
a new democratic and toppy Poland, The writer suggests that Smedley become 
acquainted with a friend of his, -Colonel Alef-Bolkowiak, Assistant Military 
Attache* of our Government in Washington^^^^ 

She report, which is the source oi the above information, states 
it spears that Plato is identical with the Dr, Plato identified vdth 
Corsair as an assistant to General Kpmkr and who communicated with Agnes 
Smedley as hereinbefore mentioned, (U) b7C 



Report Essay 
Washington 4 f»16»»48 


entitled 
] 


b7C 


jEspi onage-R end POL 
| Pgs. 2=&»7, 
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Agi^s Smedley, for many years, has been an 
Isportant fanatical- So^et propagandist and has made 
frequent trips to the Soviet Union aisj contiguous 
territory. 

Underground Soviet Espionage 
Organization (NKVD) in Agencies 
of the U« S® Government Sumnary 
dated.October 21, 1946 

65-56402-1862, page 2SL 










In 19lt6 the personal address book and memorandum' 
tained bv l I contained the name of Agnes Smedley. ( 


rr 


(^ghly confi dential source 
Report of S AI / 

Washington , October 3Q» 19lj6, 
entitled, 1 . 

with alias]_ I ^ 

Internal Secur ity - Ro” 

I b*10 
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!rhe Bronx Committee held a rally at the Concourse Plaza Hotel, 

Hew York on IS-lCMrSo Among the featured speakers was Agnes Smedley who 
was described as a Par Easteni Authority. The topic of discussion was 
'’The Truth About China". The speakers denovinced American Poreign Policy 
in ihina and the Par Past and urged adherence in the Par Past regarding' 

Chinai they denounced the reaction of American troops and d^lored 
the xq>surge of Pascism and reaction in America. Charles Obermeyer, 

Pducational Director, national Maritime Union, another of the speakers at 
the rally, stated "if Pascism wins, ’PBI' gets busy", anti-semitlcism 
runs rao^ant and Hegroes face ruination in huge numbers." 

Smedley attributed the Amerlcaaf-Ohlna Policy to Secretary of 
War Patterson and charged that the American Government was violating the 
Moscow Agreement concerning China. She declared the Americans were not 
pc^olar in China and "hatred toward Asiericans is growing every where". 

The present Greek and Spanish Govenments were also denounced 
at the rally and a resolution in view of the above data was voted upon 
by an estimated 1200 persons present for transmission to President Truman. 

Teletype Hew York to Director 
12>*1 &'b 46 Bes Hatlonal 
Committee to Win The Peace, IS-C 
10CW544437-78 








According to a relia’ole foreign source quoted in the investi¬ 
gation entitled “Francis Eugene Waldron, Internal Se curity - C", 
Eugene Dennnis was in contact with Agnes Smedley and l 

(U) 

- . New York report dated Decemher 

19, 1946 hy Rohert J. Lamphere 
entitled "Gerliart Bisler; was 



Internal Security - Ri* refer 5 IS 
100-32520-211 page 8 
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given [ 


Confident ial Informant 


] -- 1 _|- 

a Twrong address for[ 


advised that AQI®S SMEELEY had 
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Alban y report dated Ja nuary 13 , I 947 
b y SA I ~l entitled? 

I Internal Security - C” 
I P. 12 
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On January 26, 1947> AGNES SlffiHLEY ms scheduled to lecture before 
the Chicago Coiincil of American-Soviet Friendship. Her topic was to be 
“American and Soviet Ehr Eastern Policy” <, SMEDLEI recently returned from 
China. Her best book seller was stated to be “The Battle of China"-, 

and is one of the key sources of information on that escplosive area. Miss 


j, an employee of the above organization, introduced AGNES 


SMEDLEY as the “fighting woman in China 

A summaiy of the speech made ty Miss SMEDLEY is contained in the 
report and might be worthy of future review. 
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Report made ty s4 


Dated 3-24-47, at Chicago 

Entitled; Chicago Covmcil of American- 

Soviet Friendship. 

Internal Security - C 
me # 100 - 146964 , Sec. 67, Ser, 1179 
Page 12, 13 and l4o 
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] 37 C Espionage - R 

file #65-56402 Sec. 100, Ser, 2260 
Page 83 
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Ihe pro-Chinese Communist propaganda in this 
country has been so pervasive that it has made it almost 
impossible for the American people to get an objective 
picture of the situation, ihe books, articles and 
speeches of such persons as Agies Smedley and others, 
forever smearing the legal government of China as •’Fascist'* 
and misrepresenting the Communist quislings as mere agrarian 
reformers, all have supported and strengthened the official 
policy of appeasement. 


!Ihe "Department of State" - a 
document prepared by Benjamin , 

Stolberg, I "I 

New York City, when commissioned 
by the National Industrial 
Conference Board, New York City, 
Transmitted to Bureau by New York 
letter, March 1, 1947, re "Survey 
of the United States State Department 
by Benjamin Stolbergj Internal Security 
C. 62-39749-828 
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Oa March 12, 1947,\ 
Adams S( frool i co ntacted i 
invited! j to attend a\rec®: 


hy the Samuel Adams School 



W 


of tho Samuel 
tho School* and 
AGI'iES SMEDLEY being given 
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3 Boston* 
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7-li-47, ro "The Samuel Adams 
School, etc.;IS-0«" 


100-336131-11* p. 8« 
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The March 1947 Current Biographgr on page 54 contains the 
hlographsT of Ilona Balf Sues vhleh shows a hook written hjr her entitled 
"Sharks' Pins and Millet" In 1944, The article laarked referred to her 
account of the capture of Cenerallselmo Chlang Kal-^ek certain facts 
concerning which were reported to the contraxy hp ignes Smedlep who was 
also In jSlag :1a 1936 when the reported erent took place. 

In the hook entitled "China to Me" hp Bmlly Hahn the author 
states that most of the efforts of the Chinese guerilla forces were lost 
because of Inter-guerllll arguments and high*Jacking and that In making 
this statement the author was not trying to run down Agnes Smedlep, 


100-267360-218 Pages 147 & 156 
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^ Washington, March 24, 1947, 
Internal Security - R, contains 
Although the report is not clear. 


entitled, 

,information concerning Agnes Smedley 

it would appear her name appeared in an address book of the subject. 

The report contains information concerning an Agnes L. Smedley, 
which was obtained from Stone's Mercantile Agency, which is not identical 
with the subject of this memorandum. 

This report states that the Washington E^eld Office indices _ 

reflect that Agnes L. Smedley was in contact vrith _ 

and I I subjects mentioned in the Gregory case. There is 

nothing to indicate ae=ibo whetlMsr/this individual is identical with 
the subject of this memorandum.jg;^ (UJ 

The report further states that on November 20, 1944, on the 
letterhead of th e CIO Political Action Committee, New York City, one 
I "I wote a letter to Miss Agnes Smedley, c/o yaddo, 

Saratoga Springs, New York, stating he was leaving his position as 
Office Manager for the CIO PAC and asked her to help him obtain a new 
position\(/ 

100-333625-81, pages 50 and 51. 
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Vice Consul Pavel Ivanovich Fedosimov, of the 
Russian Consulate in New York, coiitacted Agnes Sraedley 
at North Farm. Saratoga Springs,. New York, on April 5^ 
1947, and expressed Consul General J^cob Lomakin's regrets 
at being unable to attend Smedley's party that evening. 
Agnes Smedley mentioned here is undoubtedly the well knovm 
radical authoress and lecturer on Asia and Far Eastern 
affairs. 
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mentioned 
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C.I._ 

report of Special Agent, 

I L New York, May 1^47 

re SODAC, New York City, Internal 
Security - R« 

100-829-959, page 15 
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AGNisS SMEi2LEI, resident Saratoga Springs, New York. ms:,iiste4,:as- a-key 

figure in the Communist Party\ 

\ I U J 

Letter SAC Albany to Director, 
dated 6 - 23 - 47 . 

r Captioned; Communist Party, USA 
(J3istrict #2 
Internal Security — c 
Pile j^aoO-3- Subo 5 , Sec. 22 
(Albany), Serial 376 X, Page 2 
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b3 Rule 6(e) FRCP 
b7C 


la testimony "before a federal grand jury, on April 10» 1947 




61-6593 241 attachment p. 19 
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• « 


In April, 1947, a group of more than one hundred ^ 
"prominent individuals" signed a letter, calling upon Congress ^ 
to defeat the various Exceptional and punitive measures directed 
against the Communist Party", including the Bankin Bill, which, 
the letter stated, was a flagrant violation of ri^ts quaranteed 
all citizens under the Constitution and the Bill of Bights, 
Included in the persons who signed this letter was the jaame 
ACHES SMBDLBY. 

100-3-A 

"The Worker", p. 3 

April 20, 1947 
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Little Brown PaMishlng Company, the names of people who had knowledge of the 
subject (apparently of CSaina) and whose opinions he stated he respects. Miss 
Agnes Saedlegr, Yaddo. Saratoga Springs. Hew Yoite. was Included in this list of 
individuals. 

Photostatic copy of letter addressed hv 


Tra nsmitted hv Bost on mono to Director 25547 
Eej I I Security Matter-G. 
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A Chineso Communist Army propaganda offlcor* whon 
speaking 'before a uumljer of the resident Methodist Mission 
pupils, Chaagli, China, on May 19, 1947, after the Chines© 
Communist Ei^th Rout® Army took over part of Chsngli and th© 
adjacent Methodist Mission, escplained the o'bjectiyes of tho 
Comiaunist Eight Roiit© Armyo He said that th© aim of this Army 
was to free th® people of China from the in 5 )erialism of the 
Chiang Kai Shok Regime, H® said that China has "been freed from 
the Japanese, only to hecomo victims of American imperialism, 
"but that there ar© some good Americans, such as EDGAR ®0W and 
AGEES SME32U5Y. 


^r hyl I in 

regard to treatment given to Mission 
mem'bers 'by Chinese Communists in tho 
Mayt 1947, raid on Changli, received 
from th© State Department through 
Liaison channels 10-10-47, 
64-200-246-257. 



'lee 
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Eeport reflects that Agnes Smedley was a sponsor and speaker 
for the committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy. 

New York report hv saI 

6-23-47 entitled r 

was Internal Security B & J® 
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ASiSSS SHS1LS7’s naise appeaxed amongst maosr on a partial 
list of possil)!® participants in the institute on the Far Easte 


b7C 
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Bep of SA_ 

dated 10-6~47, at captioned 
“Jefferson School of Social 
Science; IS=e«. Cl I 
100-227027-122, p. 103. 
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Agnes Smedley appeared on the combined list 
of sponsors for the Ci'vll Rights Congress, National 
Conference, schediiled in ,Ghip,SgP, November 21 to 23, 1947. 


I_I report of 

SA Harry B. Behrmann, Chicago, 
Illinois, March 13, 1948, re 
b7D Civil Rights Congress, Internal 

Seciirity - C» 61-10149-642, page 16. 
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Similar inf orraation was furnished by Bureau 
informant! j 


100-235070-452 
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On page 2 colnmn 1 of ISTovemlier 1947 issue of the "Spot Light" 
the following statement appeared: "Far ISastem authors honored. Authors 
of hooks in the Far East were honored hy a committee (for a Ccsiocratic Tar 
Eastern Policy) and friends at a party held at Eew York on October 34, 1947. 
The writers invited included.......Agnes Smedley." 

101-4751-36 page 3« 
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During a conversation on .Kovember 26, 1947j between-ALICE BAREOliSS of the PCA 
office in New York City and Dr. HARLOT/ SHAPLEY, Director of the Harvard 
Observatory and Chairman of the A. S. P. Division of the PCA. BARSOTl/S asserted 
that the'PCA - New York was preparing a statement to the newspaper industry 
at Hollywood regarding the "purge order" which followed the recently concluded 
hearings of the House Committee on Un-American activities. BlRROTilB desired 
SHAPLaY's approval of^the statement and a cover letter to be addressed to 
prospective.:signers. ■ At that time MHitOWS read to SHAPLEY for his approval,, 
a list of names of prospective signers to the statement. SHAPLEY said that 
it would be very necessary if the statement were to be effective, not to have 
signers who were known as "Reds", because their character would be attributed 
to all of the endorsers of the statement. During the reading of Odisl^ 
SHAPLEY added to the list and among those added,was AGKJS (U) 
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In Boston Memo to Di 
Re; "progressive Citizens of 
America" IS-C 100-338892-275 
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ASHES SMEDLET and sixty-five other "leaders in the ArtSf ' 
Science, and Professions" signed an open letter directed to the ^ 
Movie Industry, declaring that "the decision of the Motion Pictrir© 
Association of America to purge and hladrlist those \irriterB, 
directors, and producers who deny the UnAmerican Committee's right 
to inquire into the political opinions of private citizens is a 
suhiaissioh to Government censorship and dictation," The letter 
further stated "W© charge thp Motion Picture Inductry in its 
frightened hast© to fire the/writers and directors, cited for 
contempt as a resrilt of a hearing which denied them their consti¬ 
tutional ri^ts, sets a pattern and purge and hlacklists, violating 
our ftindamental concepts of freedom and decency," ^ 

IOOt- 338892-A 
"Daily Worker", p, 3 
December 1, 1947 
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The follovang is quoted from ‘’’Counterattack® for December I9lt7 


“Communist Party starts campaign to defeat Hollywood 
purge....now at last the movie producers' have acted and 
the leaders of the Communist Party have answered with their 
directive. Quick to obey is the biggest general Communist 
front. Progressive Citizens of America. Its Arts, Sciences 
and Professions Council prepared a statement and 65 well 
known persons signed it. Among them are such Communist 
Party members as....sAgnes Smedley. These and other Party 
members, along with many fellow travelers and a few confused 
innocents, charged the producers with abridging civil 
liberties. •“ 


100-3^0512-92 
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The Board of Trustees of the Samuel Adams School 
for Social Studies^ Boston^ Massachusetts^ after being 
included ly the Attornef 3 r General of the United States on 
the list of organizations condng mthin the piirview of 
ExecutiTO Order 9335^ issued a letter on Decenfcer 15, 1947, 
whidi indicates the attitude assumed by the School ^th 
respect to its inclusion on this list. In their letter, 
the Board of Trustees pointed out that duzlng its short 
existence the Samuel Adams School had made a notable 


contribution to the level of general education and their 
students and the public had been privileged to hear and meet 
personally such notable persons as Agnes Smedl^, amor^ many 
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Agnes anedley was reported to have had hitter arguments with 
Anna Louise Strong relating to Communism, Marxism, Stalinism, etc. In 
the winter of 1947-1948, Smedley advised tliat Anna Louise Strong was 
having difficulty with the Bissians "because Strong was translating an 
auto’oiography for Msuo fze iPung from Chinese into Eussian, and the Mao’s 
writing deviated from Marxism. Smedley' said that the Eussians desired 
the subject to make certain changes in order to conform this work to 
Marxism. Strong refused to make these changes in as much as she was 
just truncating what Ifen had written. 


100-7888 section 22 serial 588 Pg 13 
Eeport Si l 1 4-27-49 

Hew York captioned Anna Louise Strong was 
I&*R Registration Act 
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Agnes Smedley, Saratog a Springs. New York, was listed as 

one of the key figwe ‘ -' —— - 

as of January 8, 1948 

’ 100-3-5-393 X 1. 


tne communist Party in the Albany Office 

(U) 
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REj AGNES SMEDLEE 


On January 24, 1948, theNational Conference of the American Policy in China 
and. the Jhr East was opened in New York, During the open session held during 
the afternoon on that date, numerous speakers from the floor carried through 
the theme of the Conference, AGN^ SMEDLEI was included among these speakers. 

New York Teletype to the Director Jan, 

25, 1948, res Committee for a Democratic 
Thr Eastern Policy, 

Internal Security -• C 
100-343301-51 

The morning session of the National Conference of the American Policy in Chir^a. 
and the Far East was opened on January 25, 1948 by HUGH tiELACY, who was steeAng 
the conference. The cliair was turned over to AGNIS SMEDLEI, who eulogized the 
late General EVANS CAHLSON. She said that/EDGAH SNOW helped to change CAHLSON 
from a. reactiona^ to a fighter for the people. She claimed that CAHLSON was 
deeply religious and groping for an answer until he associated mth the Communist 
8th Houte Array, This Association convinced CARLSON that the Communists were 
the vanguards of democracy and could not be defeated, SMEDLEI said CARLSON was 
not only her friend, but a comrade in the fight for human freedom. 

New York-teletype to Director, Jan. 26, 
1948 , Res Committee for a Democratic 
Phr Eastern Policy, 

Internal Security - C 

100-3.43301-52,• SI 100-343301-49 
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who had been in communication with 


Ian espionage subject a concerning uranium* had in 

. her 


b7C 


possession in January 1948 numerous books and pamphlets concerning 
Communisiflo She also had an address book which contained the name 
Agnes Smedley, ^ddo,,^Sargtp ga Spri ngs, New, Jorj^, 

40-46866-154, page 13-> 
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According to an article appearing in the coliunn of 
ELIZA312H SUHLEY FLYIU, in January, 1948, MSA LOUISE S2E0KG 
was a principle speaker at a conference on "American Policy in 
China and the Far East." [This conference was followed hy a two- 
day session at the Eooserelt Hotel, in which AGEES SMEULEY was 
to participate. 





100-7888-A 

"Daily Worker", Januaiy 21, 


1948 
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The following is qrioted from a letter directed '’to the editor*' 
written l^y Alfred Eohlherg on the letter head of Alfred Kbhlherg, Inc., 

Hew Yoik 18, Hew Yoric, and dated Pehruary 12, 1948. 

wLast Gctoher 16, I mailed to you a photo-plate reprint from 
the Pinko 'China Weekly Review' of Sianghai, "briefly telling the stoiy 
of a Ckimmunist spy ring which operated inside Tokyo and inside the 
Japanese government. That article was "based on an interview with one of 
the Communist spies who had survived. 

**How I enclose the same stoiy in more detail as published in the 
(Riicago Tribune of January 2 and 3. This story is based on Japanese govern* 
ment records found by otit G-2. The most interesting portion is the in¬ 
volvement t£ two of the ring who escaped and are now in the "CSA. These two, 
known as authors of books of the Ear East, are Gunther Stein, British subject 
of German birth, and Agnes Smedl^, native bom American. 

At the present time. Miss Smedley is teaching in a woman’s college 
in Hew York state and Mr. Stein, who entered this country illegally in 1945, 
is lecturing and propagandizing for the Chinese Communists. Some data on 
each followss 

Agnes Snedley: author of *»China Ei^ts Back" ("Yanguard Press); 

"Battle E^yon of China" (Alfred Knopf); writer for Hew York weeklies and 
the Hew York press; advisor to General Evans Carlson and to General Joseph 
Stillwell.*' The source of the above quoted letter is not indicated in the file. 

100-124004r-23 


On Eebraary 6, 1948, Alfred Kohlberg advised the Hew York office 
that a friend of his in the middle west had sent him clippings from the 
Chicago Tribune of January 1 and 2, 1948 "by Walter Simmons, the Tokyo 
corre^ondent of the paper. The articles state further that Agnes Smedley 
and Gunther Stein were the two American participants in the spy ring with 
Richard Sorge, the Press Attache of the German Embassy. 


100-124002-19 









Buro American •writers, Agnes Smedley and Gunther Stein, 
belong to Stalin's spy ring, according to MacArttitir's report on 
Communist Pre-War Espionage in Japan® MacArthur iiTent into 
some detail about "their activities and both denied his charges. 
Agnes Smedley has 'written various books on the Far East in the . 
same vein as Gun"ther S^bein's book, "Challenge of Red China," 
•which did much to make the American people friendly to the 
Chinese Communists. Agnes Smedley's books have had similar ' 
success, and she and Gunther Stein are among the -writers and 
lecturers -who have molded our disas-trous policy on China. 

On December 17, 194S, Counterat-tack published a 
report of a meeting of a Communist front, the Committee for 
a Democratic Far Eastern Policy, at which Agnes Smedley 
denounced Chiang Kai-shek for breaking "with Moscow in 1927 j 
"N ow comes MacArthur's report on queer events in Japan. 

Ihere have been queer events in this country too, maybe 
queerer, in fact," 


, Coun-terattack issue of 
February 11, 1949 
100-350512-209 
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Albany Informant 




advised that 



with AG-NES SMEILEY about February 25» 1948 and allegedly made a 
for SffiHLEY to meet with | "H on February 26 , 1948.1 


had been in contact 
■angements 

(U) 


Al bany report date d May 24> 1948 by 
5Al I entitled! 

Security Matter - ’C” 
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!Dh@ Women’s Committee of the iWational Comcil of 
Soviet F.riendship announced on Mardi 8, 1948( that fifty "distizigalshed 
Merican vromen” Joined the Committee in sending greetings to the 
women of the Soviet Union in celebration of International Women* s 
Day* March 8® Among the persons who signed the message to the women 
of the Soviet Union was ASSES SMEHtEY. 



10CX-146964-A 
"Daily Worker ", p. 5 
March 9, 1948 
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BE: AGMS SMEBLEHT 


Agnes SMIDIEY, a far eastern es^iert, attended a rally sponsored ■by>the 
Committee for a Democratic Bar Eastern Policy© The rally descri'bed as a "Get \ 
Out of China" rally liras held in the open at 36th Street and 7th Avenue, Uew 
York City© fhe principal speaker was General Pen Ye-HSIHG© In his speech he 
denounced GHIAHG as "a second HITIER," and stated MAESHA.L (Secretary of State) 
is helping him© 


"Daily Worker" 

tio^Sdssoi-A) 










EB:. AaEBS aCTIEY 


Agnes SOIDIEY will "be interviewed "by Arthur GAETH over the Mutual 
Eetvrork at 9:30 PoMo April 7, 1948® The program, is sponsored hy the CIO United 
Electrical Machine and Eadio Workers, and was eumpunced hy the Committee for a 
Democratic Par Eastern Policy© ' _ , . 



Daily Worker 
April 7, 1948 
(100-343301-A) 











She arrest of Pa'blo Marada, CMlean senator and world famous 
poet, was protested in a letter directed to the Piresident of Chile and 
signed hy a number of persons including Agnes Smedley* 


61-4478-A 

Daily Worker 4r“7“48 p 13 
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J (unidentified) if he had heard 


Agnes Smedley over the radioj that she coxild not understand how 
she could say the things over the radio and not to (get ?) cut off. 


X(U) 
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Report of Bureau informant] 
dated at Detroit April 12, 194^. 
100-235070-489 
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E© r©p of SA I_I dated 4-22-4S a.t Washington* 

D. C, A of the files of this Office concerning AGNSS SMEDLEy 

fail ed to reflect that she has, at any time, h een in communication 
with i L was* I an espionage 

subjects SMEULEY is no longer residing at Saratoga Springs, Eew 
York, having left there during March, 1948, and was known to be 
residing at Palisades, Eew Yorka 

Albany memo to Director, 


was, et 
POL." I 


Lonage - 
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• # 


The May, issxxe of the maga25ine, “Plain Talk,” 

tained an article T:^ Alfred Kohlberg captioned, “Soviet-AOTerican Spy 
Prodigies, ” from -which the follovang material is quoted? 

“That two nationally-known -writers, Agnes Smedley and 
Guenther Stein, -who have championed in books , and in Ajnerican diplomatic 
and military quarters the cause of the Chinese Communists, -were connected 
with Stalin’s secret ser-vlce in the Far East is perhaps the cardinal 
feature of -the most amazing spy ring of World War II yet uncoveredo 

“The full story of the operations of this prodigio-us ring, 
contained in Japanese court records uncovered and pieced together by 
General MacArthur’s intelligence staff after his occupation of Japan, 
makes the acti-vities of the So-vlet atomic spy network exposed in 
Canada seem positively amateurisho“ 

The remainder of the article is devoted to relating the 
activities of the Sorge apparatus and Agnes Smedley’s connection 
therewitho This is not being set forth in detail inasmuch as this 
material is con-bained in the main file© 



IOOI 2 U 002 - 9 O, Enclosure 
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As of Ma^ 8> 1948« tihe Al'baay Office was maiatainiBg & ^ 
security index card marked for priori'^ arrest purposes, 1 ) 08 x 111 ^ 
the name AGEES SHEDIE?, with aliases) AGEES BBEEBIE, MARIE ROGERS, 
M,A. ROGERS, ALICE BIRD, MRS. PETROIKOS, 


EetterrAlhany to Director, 
^ay 8, 1948, captioned 
"Detention of Communists in 
the Event of Sudden Diffi¬ 
culty With the Soviet Union* 
lGO-356062-2 
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The New York Post-Home News for May 10,' 19li8 contained a full page 
article, “Speak Up Today Or Lose Everything Tomorrow* published over the 
name of the Civil Rights Congress, New York Cltyo The article stated, *Ne 
have addressed an open letter to Congress demanding defeat of the I/!undt Bill* 
urging the reader to clip an attached coupon to be forvrarded to the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives demanding that he lead the House in rejecting 
the Mindt Bill in its entirety« Among the listed sponsors appeared the name 
Agnes anedley* ^ 


New York Post and Home News, 
May 10, I 9 U 8 . 

61-101U9-A 
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letter stating that 


On August 26, 1948. th e Albany Office received an anonymous 



was a former Soviet courier in Asia. 
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The writer of the letter stated he had been invited to the Yaddo Estate. 


in March 
in 1946, 


19A9. thatT 


_. advised b7C 

_1 w riter, had visited Y addo for two months 

stated tliat l ~| was one of the two b7D 


real Communists in tne East, the other one being Agnes Smedley 

ZL Albany 


Report SAI_ 

7/1/49, entitled,L 


Internal Se curity - R. 
I_I page 9. 
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£®S Mms SMSDLSY 


-m. 

A news clipping from the “How York Daily Woikcr", dated 
September 21, 1948, annoxinced the formation of a Hational Committee 
on “Writers For WaHace®* 5h© Committee is nnder the auspices of 
the Hational Coxsneil of Arts, Sciences, and Professions, ACHES 
SMESLEY is listed as one of the members of the Initiating Committee 


"■^ly Worker® 
Mi^-21, 1948 
100-356137-A 
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RE 8 AGI®S SMEDLEI 


Confidential Informant 



[ 


advised that 


I supervised the publication of a book entitled "The U nfinished 
Revolution in China" by Israel Epsisein. Informant described 


as a Com mimist sympathizer. In fttrthering the sale of this publication, 
I ~l directed that the favorable opinion of certain persons be 

secured among whom is Agnes Smedley. Smedley is described by the in¬ 
formant as being rabidly and openly pro-Soviet. 


Memo: Reports of SA| 
194^ at Boston 
REs 


■with aliases 


Internal Se curity - C 
Bureau File 
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5meaey was one of the signers of a petition which was 
described in an article appearing in the Ifeily Worker, October 18 1948 
entitlea Ihirty four Notables Sign a Petition for JAPPC Eleven".// " ’ 


Sk John J. Doermer a-4-49 New York 
Captioned Joint Anti-Pascist Refugee 
Refugee Committee IS-0 
100-7061 section 82 serial 1815 pg 33 
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REs AGMSS S!®DLEY 


The October 5, 1948 issue of ”ChlQa Digest” in an article entitled 
”A Former G. I, in China Writes,** by Jimmy Z. Tamper ley states that Miss 
AGNES SMEDLSI is a regular speaker at ShanVe Vi11 ape. This is a veterans 
village located in Rockland Oountv^JfaLXQrJk . Miss S-IEDLEI' s talks 
deal with Chinao 


China Digest 

Bureau File 100-359769-1 







HEs AGNES SMEDLEY 



hMe ANNA LOUIS STRONG and AGNES SMEDLEY renowned writers of Chinese Civil 
War were going to participate in the Southeast Asian Women‘s Conference 
scheduled to be held in Calcutta, India, in late October, 1948, under the 
auspices of the Women's International Democratic Etederationo 

State Department Airgram dated Sept, 
28, 1948 at Calcutta, Received from 
the State Department through Liaison 
channels Sept, 30, 1948, 
100~343636-28X 
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Agaes Saedlegr va.a one of 34 '^prominant American Writers and 
Airtists’’ who Joined in an appeal to President IPruman, Chief Justice 
Pred Yinson and Attorney General 'Com Clark in hehalf of d.even execative 
hoard memhers of the <Iolnt Anti Fascist Eefogee Gomittee who had been 
convicted of contempt of the House ^n4aerican Committee for refusal to 
yi^d hooks and records of the organization to the Congressional group. 

10G-7061-A- Ihdly Worker, 
10-18-48 p. 4 
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Itt ^oTsmiboj?, 1948» seYdiity'^one **proiDiiien'fe public Icaxiara^ 
ttirou^ the National Cotmcil of Americak-^ ^ 
Soriet Frieadship, called for the reestahlishment of cooperatioa # 
betweea t^ tinted States aad the Soiriet Union. An«>ag ^rpeisLs 1 
who signed this statenent was A&EES SMEDLET, ^ 


100-146964f»i, "Daily Worker" 
November 16, 19488 
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REs AGNES SMEDLEY 


I while discussing a Soviet reception held in November, 1948, an 
she attended, remarked that she met SMEDEEY, a Chinese writer among others. 
She further remarked that she and AGN^ S MED LEY spoke to Ambassador A* So 
PANYUSHKIN, and then they were slipped back to make way for Attorney General 
CLARK and his wife^fA^^ 

(U) ,-, 


In report SA 
1-7-49 

I lEspionage 


Washo D. C 
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[Recording to |_| report of Military Intelligence prepared 

JapanA AGNES SMEILEY and others listed were active in Dr. RICHARD SORGE's 
EspioMge Ring. 
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New York report dated November 10, 
1948 

by SA r"‘"”' * " ‘ ■■ I entitled? 

"GUNTHP STEIN, was.. Espionage - R" 
100 - 35 $ 214-6 
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|, divorced wife of EICHAED SOEGE, when 
xaterviewed 11-26-48, stated she did not know AGEES SMEDLET and 
' she could not name any of HE. ^EGE’s associates whom she knew 
to he, or suspected of, heing engaged in work for the Comiaterh 
or Soviet espionage* 100-124002-70, p« 3, 
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Ihe Coiffinittee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy 
sponsored a memorial meeld-ng on December 3, 1948, to honor 
”The life and Work of Marshal Feng Yu-Hsiang«w The services 
were held at the, Miibank Chapel, Tbachers’ College, Columbia 
University, New York* Bie speakers included Miss Agnes 
Smedley, who reviewed Feng's relationship with Chiang Kai- 
shek. Her remarks indicated Feng was opposed to appeasement 
and surrender to the Japanese in connection with Manchuria 
in 1931. In 1935 he led an army against the Japanese and 
was defeated. In 1937, he led the Eighth Route Army against 
the Japanese, which was joined by Chiang's !I>renty-Sixth 
Route Army, which was sent by Chiang to stop him. Feng 
supported Chiang as long as he fought the Japanese, but 
three times refused to obey orders to fight the Communist 
guerrillas, , i 


' After the war, Feng supported all democratic 
forces. He came to the United States, where he condemned 
Chiang, who requested that he be returned to China. The 
FBI questioned Feng a number of times but he had entered 
a new life. His life was constantly threatened. Later he 
got a visa for North China, after being refused a visa for 
the Soviet Union. 


"Madame Feng is determined to carry on in her 
husband's footsteps. She is a widow. There are many 
widows in China - many killed by American guns. There are 
millions of widows. You will have to deal with these in the 
future. I honor Feng, He was a great patriot. He never 
betrayed his country, never sold out. With all his weatoesses, 
he was a great patriot." 
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J- A summary of vhose 


report was furnished by New York 
memorandum to the Director, 

E cember 15, 1948, re "'Marshal / 
ng Yu-Hsiang; Internal Security-R 
100 - 353824-16 


, o 
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The Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy sponsored 
a "Hands-Off China Rally" held at New York, December 5, 1948. The 
speakers who included Agnes Smedley were outspoken in their praise 
of the Chinese Communistsj they denounced Madam and General Chiang 
Kai-shek and the Nationalist Government and urged action to insin^e a 
Communist victory in China and to defeat aid by the U.S. to the 
Nationalist Government. 

I New York , I 
‘100-343301-86. 
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DHEW PEARSON, in Ms column appearing in the "Washington Post", 
12-21-48, stated that Secretary PDRHESTAL expressed a desire to obtain a 
Top Secret Army report on Cominunist espionage inside Japan, which he desired 
to have immediately declassified so that he might give it to JOE ALSOP "in 
order to further PDRRESTAL's campaign to remain in office," PEAi^ON, in Ms 
article, briefly mentioned the activities, accomplishments and associates of 
RICHARD SORGE, naming among the SORGE group, AGNES SMEDhEf, American nev-fs- 
paper woman. The material set forth in PEARSON'S column was quite an accurate 
synopsis of information developed in the RICHARD SOEGE Case ty the Arny from 
Japanese dociiments. Dr, RICHARD SORGS, the leader, together with Ms 
principal associates in Soviet espionage operations in Japan, were arrested 
ty the Japanese in 1941,- placed on trial, and either executed or sentenced to 
long prison terms. Although mentioned during the proceedings, neither 
SIIEjjiLEY nor STEIN (GUENTHER STEIN), was then available to Japanese authorities 
and therefore escaped prosecution. Subsequently, the RICHARD SORGE Case 
received wide-spread publicity both here and abroad, among other articles 
appearing in both the "Chicago Tribune" (January 1-2, 1948) and 
"Counter-Attack" (January 9, 1948), 


Memo to the Director from Mr, Ladd 
12 - 28 - 48 ; 100 - 124002-50 

DREW PEAISON ^artic^e of 12-21-48, described above, is also contained 
in this file, and a pp^r s*^Director's notation, "Do vre know anything about this? 
Ho" Pursuant to wMch the above memorandum was dictated, PEARSON'S article 
is Serial 124002-50. enclosure , 


DIffijcr/bw, 











A new^aper article '•■The Wadiington-Merry-Go-Round'* by IRES? 
PEARSON, which was obtained from the Washington Post dated December 
21, 1948, under the heading '•Another Spy Story is l&icovered^', 

PEARSON further mentions that one of the spies was an American named 


AGNES SMEDLE Y. who has written books on China, 
'stated that she met AGNES SMEDLEI, 


advised that 


\ 


b2 


woman who, with 

PEARL BUCB^ understands the '•historical movem^t of the working class^' 
and writes the truth about China. 
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Memorauadum to the Director from 
Washington Field dated 
December 21, 1948 
100-333625-287 
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JAI DAVID TOITIAKER CHAMBERS stated that 


jras designated 


as heading a net work of underground organizations in TOKYO, Japan. CHAMBERS 

I was eager to meet ACHES SMEDLEY, which meeting was arranged 


stated that 


by CHAMBERS. CHAMBERS arranged this meeting for himself with SMEDLEY through 

CHAMBERS mentioned 


for the purpose of introducing SMEDLEY to 


this meeting with SMEDLEY on a previous occasion and he again observed that 


ACHES SMEDLEY was somewhat cool toward him and disappointed, as she thought 

she was meeting with EDWARDS (Gerhardt Eisler). 

Report of SA I I b7C 

Dated 1-4-49, Washington 

Captioned Jay David Whittaker Chambers 

Perjury - Espionage - R 

Internal Security - R 

me 74-1333- Sec. 20, Ser. 942, 

Pages 4 and 5 
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Agnes Smedley was listed among a nvimber of 
individuals concerning whom it was stated that it was not 
clear at that time what information they wo\ild have to offer 
in connection with the underground apparatus of the Communist 
Party, but that consideration was currently being given to 
them individually as they were discussed with Chambers in the 
interview being made with him at.that time. 

Teletype from New York to the 
Director, January 25, 1949, 
re Jay David ?ifhittaker Chambers, 
was., et alo, Perjuryj Espionage 
74-1333-2568X, 
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I |is presently connected with the 

’•china Press” (through introduction of Agnes Smedley), 
at all times, advocates anti-Japanese imperialismo 

On the date of Febniary 1, 1949, this Bureau 
furnished the Central Intelligence Agency with copies 
of eleven reports concerning Agnes Smedley, which contain 
detailed information concerning her. 

Letter to CIA, Washington, DeC 
March 2, 1949, re Fourth Inter 
nationalj Activities in China 
and the United States. 
64 -532-246-1, pages 4 and 5. 

No deletion per OGA letter 3/23/05 
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Memorandum from H<. Bo Fletcher to Mr. Ladd, dated February 8 
19h9> captioned, '’The Richard Sorge Gasej Espionage - R,deals mth 
the contemplated press release of the Army of an article on the 
"Operation of Communist Spies in China and Japan" in "which Agnes 
Smedley is prominently mentioned® This memorandum is administrative 
in nature and is, therefore, not being summarized herein® 

100-12it002-8l 


Memorandum from Mr. Ladd to the Director, dated February 10, 
19k9s deals -wi-bh the administrative problems concerning the press 
release mentioned above and is, therefore, not being summarized herein 

100-12lj.002-80 
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I I informed Mr* McGuire that 

the Army was putting out a 33*000 word story on Communist Spy Ring 
activities in China and Japan prior to Pearl Harbor and one of the 
key figures was AGNES SMEDLET, author of the book "Red Sun Over 
China”* 

Memo Mr, Nichols to Mr. 

Tolson 2-8“49 

100-124002-65 
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EB: AGNES SMEDLET 


Memorandvun Mr, L, B, Nichols to Mr, 0, A. Tolson entitled "Sorge 
Spy Ring" dated Fehriiary 10, 1949 deals with administrative prohifems con.-" 
corning a pressa* release made hy the War Department. Inasmuch as this 
memorandum is purely administrative the details are not being set forth 
herein. 


100-12400&^78 
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She followlB£ Is q.uotdd from a press release of the f 
National Military' Establishment* Department of the Amor* 

Washington* D. C,* for release 2-10-491 

" ashes SMff.'nr.Tiiy. American-SoTiet Snyt Shis American* 

MISS AGEES SMEDLET. has been one of the most energetic woi^ers for 
the Soviet cause in China for the past twenty odd years* She was 
one of the early perpetrators• if not the originator* of the hoax 
that the Chinese Comimmists were not really Communist at all* but 
only local agrarian revolutionists innocent of any Soviet connec¬ 
tions* This tall tale has had enormous effect in molding American 
opinion in China* both private and official* and has bemused 
American v;riters for twenty years* Miss SMEDLEY* in her five 
books and innumerable azticles* other Communist writers* and 
numerous liberal innocents* have continued to spread this story* 
until* today* hi^ American Government officials find it diffi¬ 
cult to believe any other* It should be noted also that Miss 
SMBHiEY’s writings are used as source material by most writers 
and commentators on China* many of whom think she ^^t possibly 
be a ComiTiunist syi^athizer* but* nonetheless* feel that she is 
one of the few writers on China who has plumbed the depths of 
truth because for so long she has lived with* and thrown in her 
lot* with the suffering Chinese* She harm has been done* but 
perhaps it covild be mitigated if she is now exposed fro what 
she is—a spy and agent of tho Soviet Government* 

"Miss SMEDLET worked closely with Dr. SOBGB as a member 
of his ring from late 1930 imtil he left China, Prestunably in 
the past she had been a Comintern agent* and we do not know 
whether she had transferred to Red Army Intelligence* as had 
SOSGE* or whether* by some special arrangement* she continued 
with the Comintern* and yet worked with SOSGE, In the li^t 
of SOSGE'8 strong stand on the necessity for separation of 
Soviet Intelligence and Comintern-Communist Intelligence, how¬ 
ever, it is likely that Miss SMBDLBY* too* had been transferred* 

"She climax and greatest achievement of SOSGE* s career 
was his woifc in Japan* but several of his Tolsyo associates first 
Joined SOSGE in Shanghai* and they deserve careful description* 
Without at least OZAKI ffi)ZUMI and MAX ELADSEE, SOSGE could never 
have made his smashing success in Japan. He met and developed 
these men in Shanghai* 

^SOBGE's most valxiable single associate in Japan was to 
be OZAEI H0ZD14I, a well-known Journalist and commentator on Chinese 
affairs* Years later* OZAKI was to have the distinction of preceding 
SOSGE in death by half an hour, the only other member of the ring to 
share the gallows with him*" 

100 - 124002^205 
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An editorial of the Febroazy 12 , 1949 Issue 
of ''Hoy”, Comnranist daily newspaper of Havana, Cuba, 
declared; ”0?he Yanlcee Government imitates the thief in 
the story with the tactic which it is following with regard 
to the propaga'ndistic aspect of its policy.” This 
editorial cited as an exan^le ”^the Goebbelsrlike farce 
developed by General MacArthur; a gainst Agnes Smedley and 
Gunther Stein, which is nothing else except a smokescreen 
which the Yankee Govemnffint seeks to draw over the activities 
of espionage, provocation, and conspiracy of the United 
States in a group of nations, among them Hungary, Bulgaria, 
Poland, and the o'&er States where the new democracy 
prevails9” 

February 12, 1949 issue of ”Hoy« 
transmitted by Legal Attache, - 
Havana, Cuba to Director 
February 14, 1949 re '‘Conmunist 
Activities in Cubaj Securily 
latter - C." 64-25402-179 








'•General Willough'by* s offer to let Agnes Smedley sue him is a sign 
of his confidence that he can prove his charges about Soviet spying in Japan. 

"It*s also an indirect comment on the peculiar statement issued hy 
one of Sec*y Royall'e subordinates in Washington,,,a statement which had the 
effect of smearing Gen. Willoughby*s chief, Gen. MacArthur. 

"The deputy chief of the Array Public Information Division is Col. Geo. 

S. Eyster. Last week he apologized because his office, nine days earlier, 
had made public the confidential 32,000 word report of MacArthur* s Intelli¬ 
gence staff. He said the Public Information Division hg.d no proof on hand 
to back up the charge that two writers, Guenther Stein & Agnes Smedley, had 
been members of Dr. Richard Serge's spy ring in the Par East, 

"But Col. Eyster should have known that his statement would be misin¬ 
terpreted, Newspapers & radio stations throughout the country told the public 
that the ARMY had no proof, instead of saying sec'y Royall's public relations 
men in Washington had no proof, 

"Then Eyster went on to say that the spy report contained only the 
findings of Japanese spy-hunters. This is NOT accurate. The findings are those 
of MacArthur*s Intelligence staff. 

"Eyster didn*t merely apologize for the action of his own office in 
issuing the report. More than that, his statement gave the public the impression 
that Gen, MacArthur had been guilty of a reckless smear. And Agnes Smedley 
hailed Eyster*s statement as "clearing" her name, 

"But Gen. Chas. A. Willoughby, chief of MacArthur*s Intelligence staff, 
won*t stand for that. He has issued a statement assuming full responsibility 
for the report, but saying it was developed solely for Military Intelligence 
purposes and shouldn't have been made public, 

"I differ emphatically from those who belittle the documentation 
supporting the reiDOrt," he says. "This documentation is voluminous and has 
not been published." And in order to give Agnes Smedley a chance to sue, he 
says: "I..,very gladly waive any immunities I may possess to legal or any 
other action that may be talcen or desired." 

"Agnes Smedley*s answer came from her lawyer, 0. John Rogge, who was 
then in Detroit, attending the convention of the National Lawyers Guild, a 
Communist front. In this convention, Rogge denounced the Govt, loyalty check on 
its employees...he denounced the requirement that union officers must file 
non-Gommunist affidavits in order to get recognition from National Labor Relations 
Bd...and he denounced the trial of CP leaders in the Federal court. Moreover, 
some of the Conuaunist Party's lav/yers in that trial, including Louis E» McCabe, 
Geo. W. Crockett, Jr, and Maurice Sugar, were also at the convention of this Comr- 
munist front and denounced the trial and Judge Medina. 

"The answer Rogge gave for Agnes Smedley to Gen. Willoughby's state¬ 
ment that he v;as willing to v/aive hie immunity was a simple one. It was a 










cool demand that General MacArthur waive HIS immunity, so that Agnes Snedley 
could sue HIM. MacArthur happens to have one or two other things on his 
mind, such as protecting America from destruction in a war with Stalin 
Bussia if it should prove unavoidable. The idea that MacArthur should let 
his time and attention be taken up by a Smedley lawsuit is just fantastic. 

'•Bogge and Agnes Smedley know MacArthur isn't going to bother with 
them. He will not and he ou^t not let hims^f be drawn into such a lawsuit. 
Even G^eral V7illou^by, in other circumstances, oughtn't to waive his immunity 
... but nov; MacArthur has authorized him to do so because of the peculiar 
statement issued by Eoyall's public relations officer in WasMngton. 

' "Sec'y Soyall's 6kay is also needed before (Jeneial Willoughby 
can be sued. If Royall gives his consent, Agnes Smedlej'’ will have her chance 
to sue, if tliat's what she really wants. And Gen. Willoughby says he's 
willing to come into court and give proof that she was a spy for Stalin Eussia. 


Eeb. 25, 1949 issue of Counterattack 
100-350512-*212 enclosure 
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Jay David Whittaker Chainoers advised that hefore|_ 


actually wen t to Tokyo, he was very an xious to_ meet Agnes Smedl^ 


]\ 


Chambers met Agnes Smedley first, then took her to meet 

1 She was 

obviously dlsappointedi and according to what 

la.ter told Chambers 

she had expected to meet "Edwards". I Ifreouent. 

.y mentioned "Edwards" 


to Chambers hut Chambers only knew at the time that '‘Edwards" was a Comintern 
representative and a German. Chambers did no't learn that "Edwards" identity, 
was that of Geihardt lislers \mtil a later date. Chambers and Smedley 
discussed the Chinese situation, particularly the activity of the Chinese 
Communists. Th^ also discussed the possibility of Chambers' going to 
China as a correspondent to write on the Chinese Communists. Chambers 
observed that Agnes Snedley was very cautious throughout the entire con¬ 
versation. .Chambers stated that he had never seen Agnes Smedley previouss 
to the above meeting but only ^ew of ^er through.her writings. Chambers 
stated that he had no information that Agnes Smedley was a CP member but 
gained the inpression that she was at least a CP sympa^thizer. 
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Bat .AfiEBS SMBBLinr 

3319 organization known as ”!Che Council of Arts* Sciences 
and Professions"* whidh. is taking over the propaganda poditUB 
vacated 137 the defunct Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts* 
Sciences* and Progessions* is identified ifith nineteen Comnranist 
front groves. ACHES SMEnDLSY is listed as one of the sponsors of 
the Council of Arts* Sciences* and Professionsa 


“Hew York Daily Mirror" 
100-356137-A. 
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EE; AGIOIS SMBDLEY 


She colvunriv of I.F. S20HE v/hich appeared in the I’eTifuary 18, 1949 
edition of the Hew*York Post and Home Hevfs relates to the Soviet charge 
that MHA LOUISE SSROHG is an American spy. She coltunnist compares this 
charge against STROHG with the allegation of the Department of the Army 
that AffUlS SMEtDLSY and SSROHG are alike in ‘bac-kground, character, writing 
and temperament. He characterizes than as v/omen who were led by syn^athy 
for the oppressed to chaa^iion’^the -unpopiilar cause of the IBussian and 
Chinese revolution. 

Hew York Post and Home Hews 

2-18-49 

100-7888-A 
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Letter Noo 92, dated Febr-uary 25* 19i<9» of '•Counterattack," 
contained comments concerning the press release ly the War Department 
c'onceming the Richard Sorge case which comments criticized press 
releases made by the War Department following Agnes Smedley's state¬ 
ment to the press threatening to sue General Charles Willoughby, 

Chief of General IfecArthur's Intelligence Staffo 


100-12i<.002-96 
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I __[writer end frequent guest of Taddo Estate, 

Saratoga Springs, New York related a story which he "believes may account 
for SGTROEG-'s deportation from U.S.S.R. He advised that STRONG was a 
guest at Yaddo when AGNES SMESLEY was there. STRONG and SMERLEY had 
hitter arguments relating to Communism. According to SMEELEY, STRONG 
had difficvilty with the Soviets because she was translating an auto¬ 
biography and was requested by the Soviets to make necessary changes 
to conform to Marxism. STRONG refused to make the changes and as a 
result had difficulty with the Soviets. 


Teletype from Albany to the Director 
dated February 25, 1949 entitled; 
"ANNA LOUISE STRONG, was., Internal 
Security - R" 

100-7888-516 
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ffflITTAKER CHAMBERS indicated he had a very limited acquaintance 
with AGNES SMEDLEY and had met her on only one occasion. 

Teletype from New York to the 33lrector 
dated March 2, 1949 
74-1333-2177 


JTH;skr 









Letter to the Director from Q-2 dated March 3s 19h9s 
suggests that Ihittaker Chambers may have information concerning the 
activities and connections of Agi^es Smedley, alias Sving, and requested 
that Chambers be interrogated in an effort to develop this information* 




100-12i|002-98 
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sa^ET 

_I Mr. & Mrs. Matthew |_|) Josephson were friends of|_ 

I and bad visited Yaddo at the time that Agnes Smedley gave a "Molotov 
Coclctail party", at which many of the guests drank heavily, and there was wild 
talk as to what would happen when the Revolution came' to America. , 
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Report of SA 


■3-7-49 


Entitled, "ComrauTtist Infilitration of Yaddo, 
feratoga livings. New York I&-R, 

At Albany referred t o in a r^ort of 
SA | I Hew Haven, 6-8-49 

Re: Matthew Jos^hson WAS Sm-G 
40-39707-7 
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writings of EDGAR SNOW and AGNES SMEDLEI concerning China, Both agreed they 
were sympathetic towards the Chinese Coiranvinists, though they did not know 
for sure whether idiese people were actually members of the Communist Party, (U) 


b2 
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Report SA 
Denver, 3-9-49. Re 
Security Matter - G 
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On March 9, 1949 a folder was forwarded to the Director con¬ 
taining documentary evidence of the SORGE Case, primarily pertaining to 
AGNES. SMEDLEY. 

Letter to larector, dated I^larch 23, 1949 
from Ivlajor General F, LEROI IRWIN, 
Director of Intelligence, Department 
of Arngr 
100 - 124002-106 
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The following is excerpted from material ftimished to the 
Bureau by the Army on March 19h9s idiich consists of a number of 
photostats purporting to be translated transcripts of interviews 
conducted by the Japanese authorities with Richard Serge and various 
other persons connected with his espionage activities in Japan 
together with 0-2 cowmeat concerning these transcripts* 

0-2 Comment• 


i. Typed Ifanuscript 


In this - fragmentary document certain names of rela¬ 


tive importance occxirs 


'•a* Ozaki, a chief member as introduced by Agnes Smedley. 


’’Note that this fragment is not the Qitire Sorge statement 
or report^ other fragments, of direct testimony, appear in other 
volumes of the bound court records* This testimony, in open court, 
at a later time, goes into grea,ter detail on in^)!!cations of his 
collaborators and/or assistants* For example: Sorge Testimony 


11i5j December, 19lj2, 
as an accomplice*. 


o o o o o 


Alex, Soviet Agent, recruits Miss Smedley, 


’’Other witnesses or co-defendants also cover this associa¬ 
tion with Miss Smedley, in considerable detail, viz: Ozaki, Hoztani, 
March 191j2 ; again on ’organization of the Sorge Ring in Shanghai ’j 
Sorge’s radio operator, 16 May h2 lists personnel of the 


Sorge ring, members thereof, in Shanghai, incLuding Agnes Smedley,” 
Typed Statement Made by Sorge 

’’The chief member (of Setrge’s group) was Cteald., idiom, as 
mentioned previously, I had met, as far as I remember, through A, 
Smedley* I had kept him in mind, from this time, when I came to 
Japan. I attempted as quickly as possible to interest him to work 
once again in Japan* 


o » o o o 


Personal Remarks on Kito 
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”I shouH like to state explicitly that! 


_I was not a member 

of my group, and that I have never personally collaborated with him, I 
heard of him several times through Smedley and Ozaki, but I did not know 


4 ^ Ml 




U o' 
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him personally® Consequently^ I have n ot the slightest persona l 
recollection of him, niftiile I can recall F I although 

vaguely® Besides, i t woul d not have been necessary for me to meet Ozaki 
through Smsdley, had □ been ny coworker o Then I would not have 
induced Ozaki to work with me® For I did not want many Japanese 
coworkers, but only one good collaborator®" 

Q-2 Comments Dr® Sorge, Interrogation Statements 
Numbers 7 and 8, ~jUly 23 ~ 2 i 4 ., 19h2 

‘•aooo® Note that additional personnel of the Shanghai ring 
is listed, but as in the manuscript. Hiss Smedley runs, almost artlessly 
through these statements, as a focal point, a liaison or introductory 
medium® This is especially marked in interrogation No. 7» •'wb acquired 
the services of one Agnes Smedley ..... through whom we were able to 
recrxiit new members ..... • 

«From an intelligence evaluation, this strongly suggests 
importance and local influence and is a clear picture of a recruit¬ 
ment agent or organizer of espionage personnel® 

"in interrogation No® 3, we again pick up the ’leitmotif* 
of personnel introduction and her home, as a secret and convenient 
meeting place® in any event, the association with, or collaboration with 
this ring can certainly be deduced, without strain of legal assimilation? 
If the basic report was too brutal, in classifying Smedley as a Soviet 
spy, (vinder the assumed protection of a classified document) then an 
emasculated or watered-down statement could be developed? 

"In two interrogations. Dr. Sorge mentioned anedley’s name 
tvrelve ccnsecutive times, in four pages® She appears as an indispensable 
element in his activities, she introduces all sorts of people, with a 
good sprinkling of agents, she furnishes information relayed to Moscow, 
her house becomes a meeting place for this entire crowd® It might 
conceivably be stated, that Miss Smedley was associated with this 
espionage ring, and intermittently engaged in their activities, collected 
or furnished information® The information was forwarded to Moscow®" 

Interrogation of Sorge, July 23, 19li2 


in China. 


"Question 12s Describe your activities following your arrival 


"Answers .s]_| who had handled the organizational func¬ 

tions of the espionage ring at the beginning, left Shanghai for Europe 




i. 2v.<rX 













in the fall of 1930 and I was forced to take over his dutieso oooeo^ 
After I took over, we acquired the services of one Agnes Smedley, an 
American leftist and China correspondent for the German Frankfurter 
Zeitung, through whom ive were able to recruit new members from among 
the Chinese, Europeans, Americans and Japanese, .oo.. Through Agnes 
Smedley, I was introduced to Ozaki who in turn was instrumental in 
bringing me into contact with other Japanese.” 


”Question l^j Were the 


group through Smedley*s introduction? 


Jthe first Chinese to join the 


••Answers Yes.” 

Interrogation of Richard Sorge, July 2k, 19U2 
••Question 3 s lhat relations existed between you and Agnes 

Smedley? 


\ 
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••Answers She had come to China as a correspondoit before me. 
As 1 have said in my notes, I gained her services as a member of our 
group vdth her full understanding. Though she was not an official 
member of the Communist Party, she was impregnated with leftist 
ideologies. A highly respected woman correspondent. She had written 
several books. 

••I had heard about her in Europe. I was introduced to her 
through the Frankfurter Zeitung in Shanghai.” 

••Question Us lhat were your relations with Ozaki, Hoziimi? 

••Answers I do not recall the exact date but I believe it 
was around the end of the year 1930 that I was introduced to him by 
Agnes Smedley® The place of^our first meeting is likewise vague, 
but I believe it was either at Smedley* s house in the French Concession 
or some restaurant. The date may have been sometime in 1931®” 


••Question lhat was the object of your meeting Ozaki? 


••Answers Smedley introduced me to Ozaki after I had asked 
her for an introduction to some Japanese who would supply me with 
information concerning Japan's China poliqy.” 

••Question 7: Do you know a man by the name of □□? b7C 

••Answers I have never met him but I did hear someone mention 
his name. I had forgotten the name completely until I recalled it at 
the police interrogation. I probably heard the name from Smedley or 
Ozaki." . 




A. z*>- 
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"Question 9s Was □ so famous a Coinmunist member that the^^^ 
Moscow authorities prohibited him to have any intercourse? ^ j 


"Answers I heard from Smedley that 
sldered a very famous leftist ideologisto" 




was generally con- 


"Question 13s ?y what methods did you obtain information 
from Chinese members of the ring? 

"Answers o«i>o. Our collaborators in Peiking, Canton and 
Hankow collected intelligence and data in their respective localities® 

Our rendezvous in Shanghai was at times a street comer, a restaurant 
or a private home, that of Smedley*s and European members of the ring 
being used for that purpose«" 

"Question l5s What methods did the Japanese members of the 
ring employ to collect intelligence and how did you maintain contact 
with them? 

"Answers As it was dangerous for the Japanese to meet in the 
streets, we usually met them in restaurants or at Smedley’s home® As an . 
added precaution, we had them wait at the Garden Bridge from where vre 
took them by car to our rendezvous. On one or two untisual occasions, 

I met Ozaki at a cafe or a dance hall in Hongkew, Most of the time it j 

was Ozaki whom I metj I don’t recall the number of times accurately but 
I saw him once evarv s econd or third week. As for the rAfit. nf f.he 

Japanese, I saw |on tto ee of (or?) five occasions,_four I 

or five times, | about once, I saw these Japanese alone b7C 

but at times Smedley was there," 

“Question 21; What do you know about the increasing inqsortance 
of America’s role in China and new American investments in Shanghai? 

"Answers This is very simple. The growth of American political"^ 
and economic activity in Shanghai was very conspicuous, a trend which grew 
in striking contrast to the Sino-Japanese conflict, 

"This information Tras acquired through my American acquaintances 
and Smedley and was forwarded to Moscow," 

"Question 27; Wiat about the aggravation of relations between 
the Nanking Government and Japan and the American-British bloc and Japan? 

"Ansiverj China, after losing l&nchuria in the Jtochurian 
Incident, could not be expected to show friendship toward Japan, The j 
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Shanghai Bicident only served to aggravate relations bet'ween the two 
cotintrieSo With the Wanking Government, on the other hand, cementing 
its ties with the United States smd Britain, it was only nattiral that 
the rift between Japan and the United States and Britain should widen# 
Such information procured directly from German military advisers and 
indirectly from Americans, particularly Smedley, was all fowarded to 
Moscow#»» 

G-2 Comment? Statements bvl 
Sorge's Radio Operator 


M I became ipso facto an outstanding member of 

Sorge’s espionage ring, since he handled Serge’s radio transmissiono 


Interrogation of June 16, 19U2, contains a significant item? 
some of this group had already met in Moscow, including Agnes Smedley# 
This fits into known fact of Smedley spending the year 193i!^ in Russia, 
recuperating at some Soviet Spa# Considering the reluctance of the 
Soviets to admit any foreigner, especially Americans, behind the iron 
curtain, this Russian hospitality toward Miss Smedley is worthy of 
notej it would suggest that she is ’persona grata’ with the Soviet 
authorities? If we recall, in other testimony, that she is busy 
collecting information for Sorge to transmit to Moscow, we have here 
an irresistible impulse to classify Miss Smedley as a Soviet spy or 
agent or collaborator, with a choice of almost equivalent terms#” 


Statement Made bj 


June l6, 19i).2 


"I will maition those members of our gro up whom ray wife met# 
ooo»o She mei] | Sorge, |~ l and Smedley in Moscow# 

«o # o« I told my wil'e that they were all connected with our espionage 
activities. ” bvc 

G-2 Comment: Reference Yoshikawa, Mitsusada 


"The attached is an affidavit by a Japanese Government official, 
now resident in Tokyo, -vdio was an attorney, or assistant, in the Tokyo 
District Criminal Court and Interrogated Sorge in preliminary hearings 
in O ctober. 19l il« The significance of this affidavit lies in the fact 
that I I employed no irregular means of duress, third-degree or b7 

torttires (as the Smedley innuendo in her press statements implies with 
a vieiiv of discrediting from the outset the quality of these important 
eye-Tdtness statements, reports, and interrogations)# The statements > 


(HfP/uu LH. JTc) 











t 


f 




were voluntary» typed "by Sorge'e hand on his own typewriter, aiM the 


photostat copy shows no evidence of nervous or physical strain, while 
the ink corrections axe obviously fast and efficient» .,e,o 

"It might have been more prudent (for publicity purposes) 
to have used normal, precautionary phraseolo^, viSoS 'Certified 
statements by Sorge on his activities and assistants in Shanghai, 
suggest that Smedley and Stein were probably inplicatsd as bona 
fide members and could thus reasonably be suspected as engaged in 
espionage work, or assisting therein, certainly in its general 
inqplications. o«o o., 


g le 






100-124002=101 and enclosure - 
Pages 15, 16, 29, 30, 31, 32, 
33, 34, 35, 36, and lo 


!Che records section has been requested to transfer to 
the Smedley - Main file (61-6580 a photostatic copy of 100-124002-106, 
bulky exhibit enclosure Bin number 82e This consists of exhibit materieOL 
similar to the foregoing, setting forth excerpts from testimony in the 
prosecution of the Sorge subjects in Toky3, together with portions of the 
court's Opinion and 6-2*s comments pertaining to both. It is believed 
that this material together with that set forth above includes the 
substance of all of the documents furnished by G-2 concerning this 
trial, although it is pointed out that the Sorge files contain additional 
similar bulky exhibit material which may cover additional minor points. 
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On March l6, 19h9$ Ti?hittaker Chambers iwas interviefwed in 
the New York Office and asked lAtoether he had anj informaticaa on 
Agnes Smedley, with alias Sung, among other persons* 


Chambers stated that he, of covirse, knew Agnes Smedley, 
and the following information concerning this individual was taken 
from the statement being prepared in connection with Chambers' 
activities: 


"I recall also, that before 


actua! 


he was very anxio us to mee t Agnes Smedley. Through 
arranged to bring 



Hovrever, [ 


_land Smedley together, 

not present duri ng their meeting. I met Agnes Smedley first and then 
took hp- Y tn mfiRt l~ L She was obviously disappointed and, according 

to what 
ELsler) 


^^^_^^J^ter told me, she expected to meet 'Edwards' (Gerhart 
frequently mentioned Edwards to me, but I only knew 
at the time that he was a Comintern representative and a German* I did 
not learn of his identily as Gerhart Eisler until later * I ~l and 

Agnes Smedley discussed the Chinese sitviation particula rly the activities 


2s 


] going to China 


of the Chinese Communists* The possibility of[ 

as a correspondent to write up the Chinese Communists vrais also discussed* 

I observed Agnes Smedley was very cautious throughout the entire conversa¬ 
tion. I had never seen Agnes Smedley previous to this meeting, but knew 
of ter through her writinga I had 'no information that she was a 
Communist Party member, but gained the impression that she was at least 
a CP sympathizer*" 


Commenting further on Smedley at this interview. Chambers 
related that he had heard from a source which he cannot now recall, that 
Smedley had been married to a Chinese who had been executed by the 
Nationalist Government* Chambers has never known Smedley under the 
alias of Sung, but speculated that this could have been the name of 
her deceased husband* 


Chambers further related that this mee ting betwee n Smedley, 
and himself, was solicited on the part of| 


In so far as the other names mentioned previously. Chambers 
related that with the exception of Agnes Smedley he only knew Gunther 
Stein, He declared that his only knowledge of Gunther Stein was that 
the latter had been a rather prominent author but -ivas unable to state 
from his. Chambers', experience in the Cojomunist Party, whether Stein 
had ever been affiliated in any Way whatsoever with the Coimuunist Party, 
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“SMEDLEY, AGMES««> l!aj Gen Chas A Willoughby offered to waive _ 

nlty so she ccaild sue him for libel , after he sent report from MacArthur’s 
Tokyo hq to Washington, repcxrting that Agnes Smedley had been spy for Stalin 
Russia in Far East and had cooperated with Richard Sorge, head of spy ring 
in Japan® She and her lawyer, 0«John Rogge, threatened libel suit® Gen Wil¬ 
loughby replied he has full dociarientary proof of his charge® She has sup¬ 
ported Chinese Communists for many years, in books, articles, lectures®® 


Special Supplement'“Counterattack® 
for March 18, 19h% 

100-350512-217 
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The following is quoted from an article appearing on pages 
22-3i|. of the March, 19U9» issue of ’’Plain Talk,” which article was 
entitled, ’’More Light on the Spy Prodigies, ” Alfred Kohlbergs 

”In the May, 191*8, issue of ’Plain Talk, • in a four-page 
article entitled, ’Sovietr-A^rican Spy Prodigies, ’ I told the essen¬ 
tial facts of the great spy ring officially disclosed on February 10, 
19i*9, by General Douglas IfecArthiir in his 32,000-word report issued 
to the War Deparlanento 

"Although I named the leading figures mentioned, including 
Agnes Smedley and Guenther Stein, widely known writers on the Far 
East, not a single Ajnerican newspaper commented on my exposure o 


'•Because Agnes Smedley has threatened to sue General 
MacArthur, alleging that the som’ce of his report was the Japanese 
secret police, a charge featured in nearly every newspaper, it is 
important to sketch the background of MacArthTrr’s disclosureso 
Agnes Smedley, it will be remembered, is the author of several 
books on China and has been servring as instructor at Skidmore 
College for Women at Saratoga Springs, as speaker at numerous 
colleges, including Moxmt Holyoke and the New School for Social 
Research, as can^aigner for Henry Wallace and for various Communist 
front groupso 

”liss Smedley is an American of Quaker descent® eoooo 
?Jhat is the identity of the person who went under the code name 
of ’Jacobs,’ and -{dio was described ty some of the witnesses as an 
American newspapermain? It is believed that only Sorge knew his 
real name, but Miss Smedley, Ti/ho had early contacts with the ring, 
may know the identity of that ne\TSpaperman«” 

100-12ij.002-102 and enclosure 
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RES' AGNES SMEDLET 





The March 1949 edition of the pamphlet "Far East Spotlight” , 
contains an article by Agnes Smedley entitled ’’The Tdlsyo Martyrs.” 

In this article Smedley attacks-the; Army report involving her in a 
Soviet spy ring In Japan. 

In this, article Smedley acknowledges that she was acquainted 
with Hozumi Ozaki whom she states she .knew as a writer and corres¬ 
pondent in China for many years. 

Memo* From New York to the Bureau 
March 22, 1949 

RE Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern 
Policy- ' 

Inte::nal Security - 0 
Bureau File 100-343^01-106 

JLMsDW 









V 



Tte name Affiee Smedl^, aobhor, 

appears on a list of names ^titled* "Partial List of Committee 
Members." Her name also appears as one of those tdio signed a 
petition, to R?esident Truman urging abolition of Jim Croar »Sllver-Gca.d" 
discrimination in the Panama Canal Zone. 

Material furni shed Confidential 
Ihfermant I | Memorandum Arom 
b2 ~ S&C, Washington Field, to Directoir. 

dated March 2U. 19^9* Z’e "Ccmsaittee 
b7D to Slid the Jim Cronr Silvear'Gold 

Slystem in the Panama Canal Zone; 
Ihtemal Security - C." 

100-360511-1 and enclosure. 
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Meirch 25, 1949 issue of Counterattack contains an article stating 
that the isagazine "The Nation" Ws giving a dinner on April 7 to raise 
money for itself, the price for plate being $50o article stated that 

the list of officers, and sponsors of the dinner committee like the contents 
of "The Kation" ms inconsistent; that on the one hand there mre some 
genuine liberals but there mre also many Communists and ProoCommunistSe 
Another thing the article states is that "tfe" mnt dotm the list of sponsors 
and checked off those persons knom at a glance to be backers of Communist 
projects, included in which vas Agnes Smedley> 


,100»350512<.218 end. 











The National Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions- held a 
peace conference at New York City on March 2^, 19h9» Agnes Stoedley spoke 
on the Far Eastern situation and claimed personal knowledge that Chinese 
Nationalist leaders had two million dollars deposited in personal accounts 
in the United States and other.coimtries. She said the United States should 
cease aid to them* 


m 


l^ew York Informant 
100-356137“271 
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Oo JOHN ROGGE in a speech at the (Cultural and Scientific 
Conference for World Peace held March 25-27, 1949 at New York <2.ty men¬ 
tions the name of AGNES SlviSHLEY and refers ’’Injustice on one side is 
matched by injustice on the other. The injustice to AGNES SMEHLEY by 
the United States is matched by the injustice to ANNA LOUISE STRONG by 
the Soviet Union.” 

At the writing and publishing panel of this convention AGNES 
SMEKjEY was one of the speakers who received three minutes and her speech 
dealt with China. 

New Yqt-V ■rQTin-n+. apT»T T 22, 1949 b7C 

by SA_entitled! 

’’National Council of the Arts, 

Sciences and Professions, Internal 
Security - C” 

100-356137-485 PP. 77,84,85 
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P^phlet entitled; "Alert” lists the name of AGNES SJiEIIiEY 
as an initiative sponsor of the committee for Free Political Advocacy 


Pamphlet "Alert” No, 72 
dated April 11, 1949 
100-360318-3 
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Ee: ASMS SMESELST 




la the Aprils 1949s edition of "Plaia Talk", tker© 
appeared an editoxial entitled "The Truth and SMBELET." 

The editorial deals wi;th the release of an Army report, Eehruary 
10, 1949, which named AOIIES SMBELEY as haring been inrolved in a 
Soriet ring. Subsequently, the Aroy Eepaxtment declared that 
the report was a ">^uxpas", which statement the editorial 
described as tantamount to a whitewash of AGEES SBCBELEY* 

The editorial also devotes itself to a review of the 
activities of AGEES SMEELEY, commencing with her arrest and 
indictment by a Federal Grand Jury in Eew York in 1918 for 
violation of the ¥ar Espionage Act. 

"Plain Talk" 

April, 1949 
94-36511-100 
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b7C Letter to Director dated May 19, 1949 

from Department of Army, General's 
Staff, acting director of intelli¬ 
gence 

100-124002-124 
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A mimeographed pan^hlet of the "Call to Paris World 
Peace Congress" states that AGUES SMBELEY was one of a number 
American sponsors. 



Memo New York to Directors 
5-17-49, re "American Sponsoring 
Committee, World Peace Congress, 
Paris 4^-20-23, 1949," 
10i>-361031-17, 


■r C) 
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ANNA LOUISE STRONG advised that AGNES SHEDLET has witten some 
extremely good books, on Chinao She stated that she has run across SHEHjEY 
in China and also met her in the United States but not recentlyo STRONG 
stated that she does not believe that SMEULEY is a Communist because in 
her opinion SiffinLEY does not have a cliscipline^personality and the Communist^ 
therefore, would not want her. SMEDLEY is a very emotional journalist. 

"She gets terribly fond of the Chinese Communists, and then something 
happens and she does not like them". STRONG stated it is her personal 
opinion that SMEDLEY is not a Communist Party member. 

Letter to Director from New York 
dated April 27, 1949 entitleds 
"ANNA LDUISE STRONG, was.. Internal 
Security - R, Registration Act" 
-100-7888^607 p. 9 







On April 27, 1949, the "Daily Worker" carried an article 
written by Elizabeth Gurley Flyrm, which stated that "many sterling 

fighters for civil rights such as.Agnes Smedley , . . . . 

and others are today associated with the Civil Rights Congress." 

61-190-A. 

Daily Worker 4/27/49, page 10, 
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in Jtine, 1.9h9» concerning Ricbard Sorge and his espionage netwco’k 
in China and Japan, stated he conld not recognize photographs of 
Richard Serge, Agnes Smedley, or other individuals involved in the 
Sorge case. He stated he had never heard the names of any of these 
individuals except Agnes Smedlej- and te -was ai jinare of her identity 
as he had read a number of her books , 1 [ said that Sn»dley is 

considered pro-Russian and is considered as all right in ^Conmiunist 
circles•« He said he did not know that she ever engaged in intelli¬ 
gence works 


Report of SA 
Washlngt fgj. 
6n'tx*tlede I 
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EE: A&NES SMEDLEY 


On June 30, 1949 1 I conferred with Agnes Smedley and the 

latter agreed to he a sponsor for the Continental Congress For Peace which 
was to he held in Mexico City, Mexico.'V^^ ^ ^ ^ 

lew York Informant |_ 

100.5362908^.1 to 1005,358144^,21 , 
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